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Radio in the north

The extension of full-scale CBC radio service into the
north bepgan in 1958 when Farliament voted special funds for the
creation of a Northern Service. The CBC's plan is in two parts:
first, the construction of a powerful new shortwave station aimed at
the High Arctic, and second, ihe establishment of local medium-wave
stations in all the major centres of the north.

The new shortwave station is still under investigation,
but a limited shortwave service wag started in September of 1960
when the transmitters of the CBC's International Service at
Sackville, N.B, were put cn a northern beam for seven hours a day.
The transimission is in two paris: a 45-minute programme of news
in English and French aimed at the Eastern Arctic between 5:00
and 5:45 pm. EST; and a 6-hour schedule of news and features for
the Central and Western Arctic from 8:00 pm. to 2:00 am, EST,
All transmissions are carried on two frequencies: 9.585 and 11.72
megsacycles,

Besides relaying talks and variety shows from the Trans-
Canada Network, the nightly Northern Shortwave Service also
presents several programmes specially prepared for northern listeners,
News bulletins, combining national and international news with
coverage of events in the north, are presented three times each night,
at 5:00 pm,, 8:00 pm,, and midnicht EST. Regular CBC network
newscasis are carried on all other hours of the transmission,
They are followed by sports scores and a summary of weather
conditions prepared for the C3C by the Arctic Forecast Office in
Edmonton. Other shortwave ieatures include "Points North"
(Saturdays and Sundays) a quarter-hour of interviews and stories
recordesd at northern points, aad "Northern Newsletter" (Thursdays,
Saturdays and Sundays) in which Canadian Press correspondent
Arch MacKenzie reviews the week!s events in Ottawa that affect the
North, On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday the shortwave service
presents an Eskimo-language programme, '""Ugausi'!, prepared
and announced by the CEC!s first Egkimo producer, Miss Ann Padlo.
The weekly "Northern Messenger!, first started in 1933, will still
be on the air in the winter rmonchs.
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CBC regional stations have now been set up at 13
communities in the North: at Whitehorse, Dawson City, Watson
Lake, Elsa, and Mayo {all in the Yukon}, Inuvik, Yellowknife,
Hay River, Fort Smith, and Trobisher (all in the Northwest
Territories) and at Fort Nelson, B.C., Fort Churchill, Manitoba,
and Goose Bay, Newfoundland,

The regional staticas, ranging in power from 1,000
watts at Inuvik to 40 watts at Watson Lake, provide a full daily
programine service, much like that of any station in scuthern
Canada, By means of new landlines in the northwest, the stations
in the Yukon are now connected directly tc the southern networks,
This live counection will soon be exiended to the stations in the
Great Slave Lake area. At mmore isolated points, such as Inuvik
and I'vchisher, the CBC stations are supplied with music and drama
prograrnmes on tapes flown north from Montreal, For live news
and sporis the stations turn ic the Northern Shortwave Service,
which they rebroadcast on their own transmitters, Nine of the
thirteen stations have studios and a local staff; the other four
are unrnanned relay transmitters. At the studio locations a high
percentaye of local programmes are produced, These ranpge from
the daily Yukon Regional News hroadcast at Whitehorse, to the
effcrts of the Eskimo Drama Group at Frobisher.

Copies of programine schedules may be obtained by
writing to the CBC at .0, Box 806 in Ottawa.

Department of Transport icebreakers and ice-strengthened ships

In Vol, 11 No. 3 of the Circular (pp. 55«6) some
specifications of the D,0O,T, icebreakers were given. A number of
ships for northern service, which were then under construction,
have now ween completed, The following list includes more
specifications for all the D,0,T, icebreakers and ice-strengthened
ships, Some slight differences {rom the earlier list are due either
to different kinds of tonnage or to slight changes in final specifications
of the ships from those planned,
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Department of Transport icebreakers and ice-strengthened ships (p, 1)

Carleton
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Saurel 1929 200 42 12 17 1,176 Steam 3,000
N.,B, McLean 1930 277 60 31 19 3,254  Steam 6,500
Ernest 1940 184 36 17 15 1,179 Steam 2,000
Lapointe
Edward 1945 259 43 20 18 1,965 Steam 3,000
Cornwallis
C.D, Howe 1950 295 50 26 18 3,628 Steam 4,000
dliberville 1952 310 66 40 30 5,678 Steam 10,800
Labrador 1654 269 63 38 29 3,823 Diesel 10,000
electric
Montcalm 1957 220 48 21 16 2,017 Steam 4,000
Wolfe 1956 220 48 21 16 2,022 Steam 4,000
Sir Humphry 1956 220 48 21 16 1,930 Diesel 4,250
Gilbert electric
- Camsell 1956 223 4L 2l 16 2,020 Diesel 4,250
electric
Sir William 1959 272 45 21 17 2,153 Diesel 4,250
Alexander electric
Alexander g95¢ 210 43 Z21 16 1,674 Diesel 3,500
Henry
John A, 1660 315 70 33 8 6,186 Diesel 15,000
MacDonald eleciric
Tupper 1959 204 42 18 14 1,357 Diesel 2,900
electric
Simon 1960 204 42 18 14 1,357 Diesel 2,900
Fraser electric
Thomas 1660 180 42 18 13 1,217 Diesel 2,000
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Departrient of Transport icebiveakers and ice-strengthened ships o, 2)
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Saurel 11 5,000 250 No East 44 3 Icebrezker
N.,B, McLean 15 11,000 400 Yes East 51 1520 Icebreaker
Ernest 13 2,000 40 No ILast 30 7 Icekreaker
Lapointe
Edward 13 7,500 700 No  Maritimes 47 12 Strengthened for
Cornwallis worlt in ice but not
an icebreaker
C.D, Howe 13 10,000 1,100 Yes East 52 Q0 Supply vessel;
sirengthened but
not an icebreaker
d'Iberville 15 12,000 450 Yes East 50 70 Icebreaker
Labrador 15 24,000 105 Yes Maritimes 102 14 Icebreakex
Montcalm 13 6,000 430 Yes East 41 12 )
Wolfe 3 5,000 430 Yes Maritdmes 41 12 } Sister ships.
Sir Humphry 13 10,000 450 Yes KEast 39 12 } Icebreakers
Gilbert )
Camsell 13 12,000 450 Yes ‘West 39 12 }
Sir William 15 10,000 600 Yes Maritimes 40 12 Supply vessel;
Alexander heavily strength-
ened but not an
icebreaker.
Alexander 13 6,000 785 Yes Great 31 20 Strengthened but
Henry Lakes not an icebreaker
John A, 15 20,000 525 Yes Last 84 12 Triple screw,
Macdonald icebreaker
Tupper 13 5,000 225 Yes East 34 12 } Sister ships; for
} search and rescu
} heavily strengthe
Simon 13 5,000 225 Yes West 34 12 } but not icebreake
Fraser : ]
Thomas 2 5,000 495 Yes Maritimes 40 7 Strengthened but

Carleton not en icebreaker,
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"A gramnmar of the east and west coasts of Hudson Bay', By 4A,E, Spaldin
g g

“/hen, in 1948, I firsi bepgan the prammar, which was later
published by the Department of Northern Affairs under the title of
MA grarnmar of the east and west coasts of Hudson Bay!, 11 had
spent about two years with the Hudsonts Bay Company in the north.

I was, as many others have been bHefore and after, fascinated by
the Eskimo people and their culiure aad language. In my atiempts
to learn immore about their langua~e, I found myself handicapped by
the lack of wriiten material in En-lish on the subject,

The only work written in English, which I was atle to get
my hands on, was Feck's small ~raramar. It was however of sucha
sketchy and erratic nature, that I couvld not find in it much with which
to continue my study, Fortunaiely, I was later able to borrow copies
of both Turqueiil’s and Bourquin's srammars which gave much greater
scope for study. I do not mean io infer, of course, that I learned
most of my Eskimo by perusins zraramars; this would be far from
the truth, “/hile attempting to study the language academically, I was
all the while raining in fluency and insight from livine and working
with the Egkimo pecple.

My basic incentives then {or writing a grammar were my
interest in the Eskimos and their lanzvaze, and the lack of tools
for English-speaking people to learn Zskimo, and at the same time,
I wanted a gramimar which was not merely a dry academic thing
iollowinr the traditions of latin rsraraimars, but a working graramar
which also contained the life, the v.weraour, and the lanruase of live
everyday Eskirios, (Whether this colour can combine with theory to
produce a good workable srarnraar is a matter which needs must be
discussed clsewhere).

I order to accomplish these aims, I decided that live
dialogue would form a large part of the work, based on a cyclical
and topical, rather than on a stricily grammatical, structure,

Hence the ;raramar begins in late summer, goes through fall, winter,
and sprinz, -ack t5 summer, eacompassing a ranpge of topics with

its accompanying vocabulary, concerning each season as it appears,
The pramraar is explained throughout as each problem arises in the
dialopure. Descriptive passages are also interspersed through the
work in order to pive the reader sorae idea of the thought and

custorns oi the Tskimos, Indices for finding grammatical and topical
items, for verbs, and for vocaiulary, are also included,

1, Copies can e obtained from the “uecen's Printer, price ($1.00)
(178 pp. + vocabulary)., ED, A.C,
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By its title, the prammar purports to cover the areas of
"East and west coasts of Hudson Bay'., Actually this is a gross
overstatemsant, because the basic dialect in the dialogues is that
of Repulse Bay and Igloolik, which would also be suitable enough for
the fringe areas of Arctic Bay, Southampton Island, and Chesterfield
Inlet, but which by no means would cover adequately,these latter areas,
The 'eastern! part of the title is also far-~fetched, because it only
includes my scanty knowledge of the Great Whale River dialect in the
footnctes and in some of the graminatical explanations,

Duriang the period in which I wrote the grammar, there was
little aciivity concerning the devising of a standard spelling system
for the Eskimo languape, Had there been, I would have beazn most
happy to write the grammar in such a system, Now, with ihe
movement towards producing a siandard orthography based on
scientific linguistic principles, thexrc is a great need to explore new
methods of writing grammars and dictionaries in line with the new
principles, and, therefore, unless the grammar was revised so
radically as io be unrecognizable, it would be of little value in the
new movement, As I am keenly interested in helping the new
movernent and exploring the new methods, I would prefer to close
off any further discussions about the future value cf the grammar,
Let us say that, until the new prammars are realized, it can be a
useful tool to those working in the field next to the Eskimos, The
new methods are better, but like everything new, they can be aided
and put inio clearer perspective by the merits and mistake of the past.

CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Mrs, Rowley:

I a:m writing to ask the lielp of the members of the Arctic
Circle in preventing damage to wildlife in northern Canada, The
development of any area must always affect the animals and birds
that live there, Sometimes it has led to the unnecessary slaughter
which exteriainated the passenper piseon and the Eskimo curlew.
Sometimes, as in the case of the buifalo, measures have been taken
only just in time to save the species irom extinction. At present,
the north is being opened up rapidly and large areas are being disturbed
by man for the first time, This cannot fail to affect the wildlife in
many ways, Without careful conservation measures it could lead to




VOL, XIV NO, 1 THE ARCTIC CIRCULAR 24

the desiruction of herds of animals and the extinction of certain
species, Many of these species breed in the north, migrating to -
the south each fall., If we allow them tc perish not only the north
but all Canada and indeed the world as a whole will become the
poorer,

£8 the members of the Arctic Circle are well aware, the
caribou herds, on which many Indians and Eskimos depend for food
and clothing, are at present in a critical condition, Several years
ago the number of muskox fell to such a low figure that they had to
be completely protected from huntins, and they are still rare in
areas where they had been abunlant, The whooping crane, numbering
under forty in all, is North Americals most spectacular bird and one
of the rarest species in the world, I:is fighting a desperate battle
for existence, Many other species of northern birds and mammals
are too few in numbers or too resiricied in breeding range to allow
exploitation or even significant disturbance. For these reasons
game animals and birds are siricily protected and, except under
licence, they can be killed only in the face of actual starvation or
when it is esseniial in order to protect life or property, If this is
done a full report must be made as soon as possible to a Game
Officer or X, C.M. Police deiachment,

A major concern to naitralists has been the increased use
of aircraft, which can now fly anywhere in the north, Aircraft
operating at normal altitudes have little effect, but low flying aircraft
can seriocusly disturb wildlife, particularly during the breeding season,
Repeated '"buzzing'' by aircraft can disrupt and destroy a herd or
a flock as eiiectively as unresiricted hunting. Many of those working
in the north have, I know, been aware of this danger, Recently,
however, reporis from game officers of wildlife being buzzed by
aircrait have Tzecome too frequent to be ignored, I am sure that very
little of this low flying is done maliciocusly, Most of it is the result
of genuine interest in the animals seen, but without understanding the
consequences of disturbing them, I should be very grateful therefore,
if, throu~h the Arctic Circular, this could be drawn to the attention of
those workinz in the north, particularly to the pilots of aircraft
operating there, so that they will refrain from any low flying over
wildlife unless their task specifically demands it, I know that northern
pilots in zeneral are most interested in wildlife and 1 feel certain
that when they understand the problem fully they will cooperate in
every way,
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I should also like to say how greatly the Department is
indebted to a number of people worlking in the north who regularly
send in information on the location of pame and the numbers,
proporiion of young, etc., of the various species. These dat@
are very valuable, particularly in arecas like the Queen Elizabeth
Islands which have been rarely vigited and for which records are
few, The Canadian Wildlife Service, Department of Northern Affairs
and National Resources, 150 Yellinion Street, Ottawa, is most
anxious to increase the number of sources of this information., The
Service would also be very pleaszad io provide details of matters of
special interest to them in any particular area and to sugzgest ways
in which those interested in wildliie can assist in conservation. In
feneral, any Jdata from beyond tl:c tree-line and in the Mackenzie
Mountains would be welcomed, particularly on such species as the
caribou, rmuskox, polar bear, mouniain sheep, mountain poat,
narwhal, walrus, bowhead or Greenland whale, and on the location
of goose colonies, Those of your readers who are interested in
wildlife could make a real contribution by collecting for the Canadian
Wildlife Service any information o! this nature they can obtain in
conjunction with their normal work, Iiis, however, most important
that this should be attempted only when it can be done without
disturbing the birds or animals involved,

Yours sincerely,

R.G. Robertson,
Depuiy Minister of Northern Affairs
and National Rescurces

Dear Mrs. Rowley:

Mention of the whaler Geor-e Henry in the Arctic Circular,
Vol, 13, No, 3 brought to mind that, in 1934, during our charting
of the Javage Islands area at ihe eastern entrance to Hudson Strait,
we came across relics of that tarqure.

The relics we found were on the southwestern end of the
Lower Savage Islands and consisied of old pieces of heavy sail
canvas, a lock, several sheaves, a belaying pin, the topofa
topmasi and a Royal yard about 35 ft, lonp, with the life and
clewline banls still on, Several turned legs cf a cabin table,






