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Radio in the north 

The extension of full-scale CBC radio service into the 
north began in 1958 when Parliament voted special funds for the 
creation of a Northern Service. The cac's plan is in two parts: 
first,che construction of a powerful new shortwave station aimed at 
the EiBb Arctic, and second, ,he establishment of local rnedium-wave 
stations in all the major centres of the north. 

The new shortwave station i.s still under investigation, 
but a limited shortwave service was started in September of 1960 
when the transmitters of tele CBC's International Service at 
Sackville, N.B. were put on a northern beam for seven hours a day. 
The transmission is in two paT's: a 45-minute programme of news 
in Enclisl1 and French aimoo at the Eastern Arctic between 5:00 
and 5:45 pm. EST; and a 6-hollr schedule of news and features for 
the Central and Western Arctic from 8:00 pm. to Z:OO am. EST. 
All transmissions are carried on two frequencies: 9.585 and 11.7Z 
ITlecacycles. 

Besides relayinG talks and variety shows from the Trans­
Canada Network, the niehtly Northern Shortwave Service also 
presents several program:nes specially prepared for northern listeners. 
News bc'lletins, combining national and international news with 
coverage of events in the north, are preeented three times each night, 
at 5:00 pm., 8:00 pm. , and miclnieht ES T • Regular CBC network 
news cas-,s are carried On all other hours of the transmission. 
They are followed by sports sc::>res and a summary of weather 
conditions prepared for the C3C by the Arctic Forecast Office in 
Edmonton. Other shortwave ieatures include "Points North" 
(Saturdays and Sundays) a q-"arter-hour of interviews and stories 
recorded at northern points, and "Northern Newsletter" (Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays) in which Canadian Press correspondent 
Arch L1.acKenzie reviews -,he week's events in Ottawa that affect the 
north. On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday the shortwave service 
prese!lts an Eskimo-languase pro3ramITle, "Uqausi" J prepared 
and announced by the CBe's fiTst Eskimo producer, Miss Ann Padlo. 
The weekly "Northern Messenger", first started in 1933, will still 
be on the air in the winter mond1.s" 
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CBC regional stations have now been set up at 13 
communities in the North: at Vrhitehorse, Dawson City, 'Natson 
Lake, Elsa, and Mayo (all in the Yukon), Inuvik, Yellowknife, 
Hay River, Fort Smith, and Frobisher (all in the Northwest 
Territories) and at Fort Nelson, B.C •• Fort Churchill, Manitoba, 
and Goos e Bay. Newfoundlaad. 

The regional stations, ranGing in power from 1,000 
watts at Inuvik to 40 watts at Watson Lake, provide a full daily 
proeramme service, much like that of any station in southern 
Canada. By means of new landlines in the northwest, the stations 
in the Yukon are now connected directly to the southern networks. 
This live connection will soon be extended to the stations in the 
Great Slave Lake area. At more isolated points, such as Inuvik 
and Frobisher. the CBC stations are supplied with music and drama 
proerarnmes on tapes flown n01"th frorn Montreal. For live news 
and "por·ts the stations turn to the Northern Shortwave Service, 
which they rebroadcast on their own transmitters. Nine of the 
thirteen stati0ns have studios and a local staff; the other four 
are unrnanne:1 relay transrnitters. At the studio locations a hieh 
percenta,;e of local programmeD are produced. These ranee from 
the daily Yukon Regional News broadcast at Whitehorse, to the 
efforts of the Eskimo Drama Group at Frobisher. 

Copies of procram,ne schedules may be obtained by 
writine to the CBC at P.O. Box 806 in Ottawa. 

Department of Transport icebreakers and ice-strenethened ships 

In Vol. 11 No.3 of the Circular (pp. 55-6) some 
specifications of the D.O. T. icebreakers were given. A number of 
ships for northern service, which were then under construction, 
have now ""en completed. The following list includes more 
specifications for all the D.O, T. icebreakers and ice-strengthened 
ships. Some slieht differences from the earlier list are due either 
to different kinds of tonnaee or to slisht changes in final specifications 
of the ships from those planned. 
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Department of Transport icebreakers and ice-strengthened ships (p. 1) -.....-. ....
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Saure1 1929 200 42 12 17 1, 176 Steam 3,000 
N.B. McLean 1930 277 60 31 19 3,254 Steam 6,500 
Ernest 1940 184 36 17 15 1,179 Steam 2,000 
Lapointe 

Edward	 1949 259 43 20 18 1,965 Steam 3,000 
Cornwallis 

C.D. Howe 1950 295 50 26 18 3,628 Steam 4,000 
d'Iberville 1952 310 66 40 30 5,678 Steam 10,800 

- Labrador 1954 269 63 38 29 3,823 Diesel 10 ,000 
electric 

Montcalm 1957 220 4C 21 16 2,017 Steam 4,COO 
Wolfe 1959 220 L1:2 21 16 2,022 Steam 4,000 

.-	 Sir Humphry 1959 220 4C 21 16 1,930 Diesel 4,250 
Gilbert electric 

Camsell 1959 223 40 21 16 2,020 Diesel 4,250 
electric 

Sir William 1959 272 45 21 17 2,153 Diesel 4,250 
Alexander electric 

Alexander [959 210 ",3 21 16 1,674 Diesel 3,500 
Henry 

John A. 1960 315 70 33 28 6,186 Diesel 15,000 
MacDonaB electric 

Tupper 1959 204 42 18 14 1,357 Diesel 2,900 
electric 

Simon 1960 204 42 18 14 1,357 Diesel 2,900 
Fraser electric 

Thomas 1960 180 42 18 13 1,217 Diesel 2,000 
Carleton 
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Department of Transport icebi-eakers and ice~strengthenedships (p. 2) 
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Saurel 11 5,000 250 No East 44 3 Icebreaker 
N,B. McLean 15 11,000 400 Yes East 51 15-20 Icebreaker 
Ernest 13 2,000 40 No East 30 7 Icebreaker 

Lapointe 
Edward 13 7,500 700 No Maritimes 47 12 Strengthened for 

Cornwallis wor~: i~ ice but not 
an icebreaker 

C ,D. Howe 13 10,000 1,100 Yes East 52 90 Supply ves s el; 
strengthened but 
not 2.-D icebrea.ker 

d'Iberville 15 12,000 450 Yea Ease 50 70 Icebreaker 
Labrador 16 24,000 105 Yes Maritimes 102 14 Icebreakec' 
Montcalnl 13 6,000 430 Yes East 41 12 j 
Wolfe 13 6,000 430 Yes IV.Laritir.(leS 41 12 j Sister ships. 
Sir Humphry 13 10,000 450 Yes East 39 12 I Icebreakers 

Gilbert ) 

Camsell 13 12,000 450 Yes VI es t 39 12 i 
Sir William 15 10,000 600 Yes Maritimes 40 12 Supply vessel; 

Alexander heavily stren(3th­
ened but not an 
icebreaker. 

Alexander 13 6,000 785 Yea Great 31 20 Strenethened but 
Henry Lakes not an ic ebreake:>: 

John A. 15 20,000 525 Yes East 84 12 Triple Gcrev!" 

Macdonald Iceb::-eaker 
Tupper 13 5,000 225 Yes East 34 12 j Siater ships; for 

) Gearch and rC8CU 
\, heavily st"'enethe 

Simon 13 5,000 225 Yes 71 est 34 12 j but not icebreake 
Fraser j 

Thomas 2 5,000 495 Yes Maritimes 40 7 Strengthened but 
Carleton not all icebrealcer"3 
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"A srarmnar of the east and west coasts of Hudson Bay". By A.E" Spalding 

-:Then, in 1948, I first ocean the c;rammar,which was later 
published by ',he Department of Northern Affairs under the title of 
"A eran.rlla" of the east and west coasts of Hudson Bay", 1 I had 
spent about tw::> years with the Hudson's Bay Company in the north. 
I was, as ma"y ::>thers have been ~Jefore and after, fascinated by 
the Eskimo people and their culture a~1d languase. In my attempts 
to learn ,-"ore about their langl1a~;e, I found myself handicapped by 
the lack of written material in En:)ish on the subject. 

The only work written in EnSlish, which I was able to eet 
my hands on, was Peck's small ~rammar. It was however of such a 
sketchy and erratic nature, that I cOl,ld not find in it much with which 
to c::>ntinue my study. Fortuna,ely, I was later able to borrow copies 
of both Turql1ctil's and Bourquin's 3rammars which save much Greater 
scope for G·~t'!.dy. I do not mean to infer, of course, that I learned 
most of my Eskimo by perusin: 3 Tarn!D.ars ; this would be far from 
the trl,th. ':!hile attemptine; to study the language academically, I was 
all the while c;aining in fluency an:] insiGht from livinc and workine 
with the EnId:11o people. 

Iv1y basic incentives then .for writing a grammar were my 
interest in the Eskimos and their la,::12u3;3e, and the lack of tools 
for Enslinh-speakine people to learn Eskimo, and at the same time, 
I wantGd a srZl.rl'unar which was not rnerGly a dry academic thine 
followinr" the traditions of latin sraL'1~Dal"'G, but a \-vorkin3 grarnmar 
which also contained the life, the -L~l1r;i.Our, and the lancuaze of live 
everyday EnkL_,os. (Whether thin cJlour can combine with theory to 
produce a good workable cramrnar is a matter which needs must be 
discussed elsewhere). 

1·.1 ol'der to accomplinh these aims, I decided that live 
dialOGue ,....... 0 ..-".1::.1 iorm a lar~e part of the work, based on a cyclical 
and topic~l, ra~her than on a ~tricl:ly [~rammatical, structure. 
Hence the :::;ran1n,ar begins in late ~urOE,er, goes throuGh fall, winter, 
and sprin.=;, ~::ack to summer, e:;'1CQrnpa~~in£a ranEe of topics with 
its n.ccon~panyin2: vocabulary, c8ncernin8 each seaSon as it appears. 
The £rammar is explained throuehout as each problem arises in the 
dialOGue. Dencriptive passaGen are also interspersed throueh the 
work in order to give the reader GOrDe idea of the thought and 
customs of the Eskimos. Indices for finding erammatical and topical 
items, for verbs, and for vocab,-'.lary, are also included. 

1.	 Copies can '0 e obtained from the .-.ueen's Printer, price ($1.00)
 
(178 Pl'. t vocabulary). ED. il..C.
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By its title, the erammar purports to Cover the areas of 
"East and wes' coasts of Hudson Bay". Actually th,is is a erose 
overstatement, because the basic dialect in the dialogues is that 
of Repulse Ba:r and Igloolik, which would also be suitable enouEh for 
the frinc;e areas of Arctic Bay, SOllthampton Island, and Chesterfield 
Inlet, but which by no means would cover adequately ,these latter areas. 
The 'eastern' part of the title is also far-fetched, because it only 
includes n'ly sca-,1ty knowledee of the Great Whale River dialect in the 
footnotes and in Gome of the grammatical explanations. 

During the period in v/hic;1 I wrote the Erammar, there was 
little activity concernine the devisbc; of a standard spelline system 
for the Eskhno lanGuage. Had tl:ere been, I would have been most 
happy to write the Bramrnar in such a system. Now, with the 
movement towards producing a s,anc1axd orthoeraphy based on 
scientific linGuistic principles, the ..'c is a great need to explore new 
methods of writing grammars and clictionaries in line with the new 
principles, aj.1,J, therefore, unlecs the grammar was revised so 
radically as to be unrecoEnizablc, it would be of little value in the 
new move,nent. As I am keenly interested in helping the new 
movement and exploring the new methods, I would prefer to close 
off any further discussions about thc future value of the erammar. 
Let us say 'hat, until the new e ..'ammars are realized, it can be a 
useful tool to tlIOse workine in the field next to the Eskimos. The 
new methods are better, but like everythine new, they can be aided 
and put into clearer perspective by the merits and mistake of the past. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Mrs. Rowley: 

I am writine to ask the help of the members of the Arctic 
Circle in preventinG damaee to v/ilJlife in northern Canada. The 
development of any area must always affect the animals and birds 
that live there. Sometimes it has led to the unnecessary slauehter 
which extcrrainated the passenGer pi::;eon and the Eskimo curlew. 
Sometimes, as in the cas e of the buffalo, measures have been taken 
only just in time to save the species from extinction. At present, 
the north is beine opened up rapidly and large areas are beine disturbed 
by man for the first time. This cannot fail to affect the wildlife in 
many ways. VHthout careful conservation meaoures it could lead to 
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the descruction of herds of animals and the extinction of certain 
species. Many of these species breed in the north, migratine to 
the south each fall. If we allow the,,, to perish not only the north 
but all Canada and indeed the worD as a whole will become the 
poorer. 

iJ.s 'he members of tl'e f.rr.tic Circle are well aware, the 
caribou herd:>. on which many Indian:> and Eskimos depend for food 
and clothinc, are at present in a critical condition. Several years 
ago the numbe" of muskox fell to such a low figure that they had to 
be completely protecte.:! from hvntin:~, an2 they are still rare in 
areas where t:,ey had been abunc:1C1.nt. The whooping crane, numberin[' 
under forty in all, is North Americals most spectacular bird and one 
of the rarest species in the worlel. I, is fiehting a desperate battle 
for existence. Many other species of northern birds and mammals 
are too few i" numbers or too res·'ricted in breeding range to allow 
exploitation or even sienificant disturbance. For these reasonS 
game anirilals and birds are scric"ly protected and, except under 
licence, they can be killed only in tbe face of actual starvation or 
when it is essential in order to pi"otect life or property. If this is 
done a fvll reFort must be made a:> soon as possible to a Game 
Officer or P..C.M. Police detac;'.1T,ent. 

A nlajor concern to naturalists has been the increased use 
of aircraft, which can now fly aZlywhere in the north. Aircraft 
operatins at normal altitudes have little effect, but low flying aircraft 
can seriously disturb wildlife, particularly during the breedine season. 
Repeatec! "buzzing" by aircraft can disrupt and destroy a herd or 
a flock as eGectivelyas unrestricted hunting. Many of those working 
in the nort;:1 have, I know, been aware of this danger. Recently, 
however, rety,rts from game officers of wildlife beine buzzed by 
aircraft !lave become too freql'ent to be icnored. I am sure that very 
little of this low flying is done r,laliciously. Most of it is the result 
of ['enuine interest in the animals seen, but without understandine the 
consequenc os of disturbine them. I shaul.:! be very erateful therefore. 
if, throu;:;11 ;;;,e Arctic Circular, thi:> could be drawn to the attention of 
those worldn:; in the north, particularly to the pilots of aircraft 
operatinr; there, so that they will refrain from any low flyinB over 
wildlife cmless their task specifically demands it. I know that northern 
pilots in Jeneral are most interested in wildlife and I feel certain 
that when they understand the problern fully they will cooperate in 
every way. 
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I should also like to say how ereatly the Department is 
number of people woridug in the north whCl regularly 

send in infornoa';ion on the location of game and the numbers, 
proportion of younS. etc., of che various species. These data 
are very valuable, particularly in areas like the Queen Elizabeth 
Islands which !la.ve been rarely visited and for which records are 
few. The Canadian Wildlife Service, Department of Northern Affairs 
and Natbnal Resources. 150 rT ellin:.:'on Street. Ottawa, is most 
arudClus to increase the number of sources of this information. The 
Service wCluld alsCl be very pleas ,d to provide details of matters of 
special interest to them in any particular area and to sUiCsest ways 
in which those interested in wildlife can assist in conservation. In 
General, any data from beyond ',:,c tr"e-line and in the Mackenzie 
Mountains wOl:ld be welcomed, particularly on such species as the 
caribou, rlluskox, polar bear, Inoun~ain sheep, mountain 2oat, 
narwhal, walrus, bowhead or Greenland whale, and on the location 
of f,oose colonies. Those of your readers who are interested in 
wildlife cCluld make a real contrib0.tion loy collecting for the Canadian 
Wildlife Service any information oi this nature they can obtain in 
conjunction with their normal wo rk. It is, however. most important 
that this should be attempted only "hen it can be done without 
disturbinc the birds Or animals invCllve<::1. 

Yours sincerely, 

r\..G. Robertson J 

Deputy Minister of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources 

Dear Mrs. Rowlay: 

lvle,.,tion of the whaler Geor;je Henry in the Arctic Circular, 
Vol. 13, No.3 broueht to minc1 that, in 1934, during our Charting 
of the SavaGe Islands area atche eastern entrance to Hudson Strait, 
we came acrosa relics of that carqe.e. 

The relics we found were on the southwestern end of the 
Lower Savase Islands and consisced of old pieces of heavy sail 
canvas, a ~)lock, several sheaves, a belayins pin, the top of a 
topmasc and a Royal yard about 35 ft. lone. with the life and 
clewline banJs still on. Several turned lees of a cabin table, 




