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the Scottish whalers who normally sailed each year from Scotland and
#ho worked in Baffin Bay, and the American whalers who for the most
part worked in Hudson Bay and did not go home until their ships were
full of oil and baleen, which might take two or three years, The
whalers, particularly those in Hudson Bay, saw a great deal of the
Eskimos and used them as crews on their whale boats, The Eskimos
probably suffered a lot from this contact particularly from the diseases
that were introduced, but they also learnt much that was useful to them.,
At the same time the resources on which they depended were greatly
depleted, Whales were virtually wiped out; many walrus were
slaughtered and they became scarce where they had been plentiful,

and the muskox was eliminated from the coastal regions. In the west
it was not until the end of the nineteenth century that whalers penetrated
into the Canadian Arctic. They were there for only a few years before
the whaling industry collapsed, but their effect appears to have been
much more disastrous than in the east, As whaling declined in the
twentieth century the fur trade gradually took its place. Trading posts
bad beer established by many of the whalers and these were gradually
taken over by the great fur trading companies, particularly the
Mon‘s Bay Company, The life of the Eskimos underwent a very
great change. From being hunters, depending on the north for
everything, they became largely trappers, who had to trap foxes in
order to obtain the southern goods they had come to rely upon. This
change in occupation did not however have much effect on their customs
and social life, It is only in the past few years that the full force of
ofvilization has begun to be felt.

3 ey Numbers of Eskimos

: One question often asked about the Eskimos is how many
there used to be and whether they are now increasing in number. It does
f Dot seem possible that the maximum number of Eskimos was more than

: 200,000 and probably it was a good deal less, perhaps under 100,000,
Before white contact the great centre of Eskimo population was southwest
Alaska where there were probably far more Eskimos than in all the rest
of the world put together, These people, especially the Aleuts, suffered
very greatly from their first contacts with the Russians, and they
continued to decline in numbers for some time after the Alaska Purchase,
There are now some 20,000 Eskimos in Alaska and 1,000 in Russia. In
Canada there probably were never more than 20,000 to 25,000, and the
biggest concentration seems to have been in the Mackenzie delta area.
Elsewhere in Canada the population was probably always small, The
population of Greenland, now nearly 25,000, is believed to be higher than
it has been before, and it has been increasing steadily for 150 years, In
Canada the lowest point the Eskimo population ever reached was probably
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between 6,000 and 7,000 and may have been in the 19208, It is

difficuli to tell because only the last two censuses have been reasonably
complete, It is certain that the population is now increasing and has
been increasing for the last twenty years or so, The present very
rough figures by areas are?

MaCkenziearea.ll..l.Il..l......ll..l’zoo

CopperEskimosl.'....I.'I......I..I 1’200

Netsilik ESkimoS. vuisessesessnseasas 600

CaribouESkimos’.lﬂl....l.ll..l...l 1’100

IglulikEskimoslIII.'..II..II...'... 1'200

South Baffin Islanders...-.........-.. 1|750

QuebeclIlll.-.-I--l"‘l.ll'l'll‘..llZIOOO

Labrador LI L B B B B B B N RNC L B I N RN RN RN B BN BN BN BN RN BN BN ) 1'000

In this very brief account much has had to be left out, There
is nothing on the social organization of the Eskimo or their intellectual
achievements, In particular nothing has been said about the most
remarkable feature of the Eskimos - their unfailing courtesy, their
kindness to one another and to any white man who needs their help, and
their cheerfulness under all conditions, All those lucky enough to
know them well will agree that it would be impossible to find a nicer

people.

National Museum expedition to Adelaide Feninsula, 1957, By
T.H., Manning

In 1957 Andrew Macpherson and I spent the summer in
Adelaide Feninsula collecting birds and mammals for the National
Museum of Canada. We were accompanied by Mrs, Macpherson, who
was studying parasites and fishes on a grant from the Arctic Institute
of North America,

We travelled by truck from Ottawa to Edmonton, arriving
on May 12, and continued by air to Cambridge Bay on May 15, We
spent the night there with Mr., Jameson Bond, the Northern Service
Officer, and left by air the following day for Gladmag Point, King
William Island.
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Unfortunately t he King William Island Eskimos were short
of dogs and dog food and not anxious to do any travelling, but with the
help of Mr, Bond, arrangements were made for two Eskimos to come
from Hat Island, and we left in the evening of May 22 with these two
Eskimos and two local teams, Next day fresh snow made heavy going,
and on the 25th one of the Hat Island Eskimos decided to go home, so
that part of our load had to be left and arrangements made for it to be
relayed to us later, On May 28 we arrived on the east side of Sherman
Basin, where we had decided to make our base camp.,

On June 9 two Eskimos arrived with the rest of our load,
and we were able to hire a pack dog for the summer. We should have
liked at least two dogs, but even at the exorbitant rate of $30,00 for
the summer we could not persuade them to part with a second,

Before leaving King William Island we had made arrangements
for a 22-foot canoe, lent to us by the Arctic Institute of North America,
to be taken by sledge from Felly Bay either to our base camp or, if that
were not possible, to one of two places on the north coast of Adelaide
Peninsula. As the canoe had not arrived by break-up, we made plans
to walk across the peninsula in search of it as soon as the bird breeding
season was over, We left camp on July 25 and arrived at Barrow Inlet
the next day, We found the canoe in good condition about a mile up the
river which flows into the head of the inlet, From Barrow Inlet we
crossed on foot to the east coast of Adelaide Peninsula;: then down that
coast past Montreal Island to Elliot Bay, and finally back to our base
on Sherman Basin.,

Judging that Barrow Inlet and Simpson Strait would be
clear of ice, we walked over to the canoe on August 8, and on the
12th launched the canoe and left for Gladman Point, which we reached
the following morning, The weather was excellent throughout this
canoe journey, and we got back to Sherman Inlet on August 15, After
two days at Falcon Inlet, at the southwest corner of Sherman Basin,
we returned by canoe to our base camp by way of the south coast of
the basin, Because of the lateness of the season it did not seem
worth retracing our route around the peninsula to visit Chantrey
Inlet, the west coast of which we had already visited on foot, On
August 25, therefore, we left for the Xaleet River, which we ascended
for about fifteen miles before being blocked by a series of rapids,
The main purpose of this trip was to add to our collections of caribou
and Arctic Hare. However, we saw no sign of the former, and the
country appeared more suitable for the latter near the mouth of the
river, We therefore did not try to go farther inland, either by
portaging or on foot, and returned to the river mouth where we
obtained a good series of Rough-legged Hawks and Peregrine
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Falcons but only one hare, On August 28 we arrived back at our base,
The small passerines were now in good autumn plumage, and we spent
the next few days adding to our collections.

On September 8 we finally packed up the base camp and
left with a very heavily loaded canoe to return to King William Island,
After picking up the cache about eight miles north of our camp, where
we had had a small tent for overnight trips, we followed the north
shore of Sherman Basin toe its northwest corner, where we spent
three days examining the country and collecting, On September 12
we paid another visit to Falcon Inlet in the hope of getting more caribou
and Arctic Hares, We were disappointed in the former, but obtained
several hares and added to our series of hawks,

It turned cold on the 13th, and on the 15th we decided it
was time to get back te Xing William Island, There was ice on the
small lakes, and we had to break our way through a little on the inlet
in order to get out, We reached Gladman Foint on September 16,
Some of the small lakes would now bear our weight, but there was
little or no snow on the land, and as lemming were plentiful we

decided to remain there for a few days,

On Septemhker 25 we flew to Cambridge Bay, where we
were again hospitably received by Mr. and Mrs., Bond, The next
day was spent in trapping lemming, and on the 27th we flew to
Edmonton, where we arrived late in the evening, We left for
Ottawa by truck on October 1, and arrived there on October 5,

Adelaide Feninsula as a whole is not very rich in birdlife.
However, our base camp proved to be in one of the best places. It
was beside a salt marsh which was frequented by shore birds, geese,
and swans during the spring migration and early summer. To the
north there were rolling hills of glacial debris and to the south
rocky Precambrian country. The more southern arctic birds which
we had expected to find, at least in small numbers, were
unfortunately absent. Neither did we see any casual wanderers
from the south, perhaps because of the late spring, There was no
standing water, and the flat country was completely snow covered
until June 12, when we had the first real thaw, Both Brown and
Varying Lemmings were quite numerous, as were also weasels and
foxes, but it was disappointing not to find any Red-backed Mice or
shrews,

Andrew Macpherson and I obtained some 1,150 specimens
of birds and mammals, and in addition Mrs. Macpherson obtained
108 specimens. We preserved complete skeletons of most of the
lemmings, and long bones of most other mammals and a few species
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of birds. Almost all the birds and mammals were weighed before they
were skinned, and the colours of the soft parts of a number of the
former were recorded in terms of the Villalobos colour atlas, Notes
were kept on trap nights and on the number of birds seen on our timed
walks. No archaeological sites worth excavating were seen, but a

few fairly recent surface artifacts were collected. All members of the
party collected plants, which have been given to the National Herbarium,

Geographical Branch survey on Melville Feninsula, 1957 1. By V.W, Sim 2

From mid-May to early September 1957 Donald Bissett and
I carried out a reconnaissance study of the geomorphology and human
geography of the northern part of Melville Peninsula for the Geographical
Branch of the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys. We arrived
at our base near Hall Beach on the east coast of the peninsula or.- May 19,
having been flown from Churchill in & Norseman chartered from TransAir,
The following day the aircraft established food caches at the north end of
Hall Lake, at the west end of Quilliam Bay, the long indentation west of
Igloolik Island, and at the west end of the chain of lakes which drain to
Mogg Bay. We planned to use these caches during walking trips later
in the season, though as events turned out we were able to make use of
the Hall Lake cache only.

An Igloolik Eskimo, Kunnuk, was employed and between
May 25 and 28 we made a short trip by sledge to the west end of Hall
Lake where fuel and a small collapsible canoe were left for nse later
in the summer. We followed the north shore of Farry Bay and then
went up the Ikerasak River to Hall Lake, returning by way of the
northeast corner of the lake and over the narrow land strip to the
west end of Foster Bay, Coming south along the coast we visited
the Eskimo camps at Nugsanarsuk and Kingmitokvik,

Between May 31 and June 13 we sledged to Igloolik Island
and Fury and Hecla Strait., After a brief stop at Igloolik we travelled
to Amherst Island by way of Quilliam Bay and the low pass separating
the bay from Fury and Hecla Strait. Badly hummocked ice west of
Amherst Island prevented our continuing to the west end of the strait,
Studies were made on Amherst Island and the adjacent mainland coast,
The return trip was by way of Griffiths Bay along a system of fracture
valleys in the Precambrian terrain to Richards Bay. The Bouverie
Islands and Northeast Cape were visited before returning to Igloolik
on June 8, and we reached our base camp on June 13,

1, Published with the permission of the Director, Geographical Branch,
Dept. of Mines and Technical Surveys, Ottawa.
2. Geographer, Geographical Branch,
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A final sledge trip was made between June 15 and June 20
to Parry Bay.A supply of gasoline was cached near the western end
of the bay and a reconnaissance trip carried out in the country west of
Amitioke Peninsula, Following a visit to the Eskimo camp at
"Tikerak" we returned to Hall Lake by way of South Ooglit Island,
where Arthur Mansfield and Dan Ferey of the Fisheries Research
Board Arctic Unit were working. Travelling conditions, excellent
during the previous month, deteriorated rapidly after June 20,

Owing to melt-water on the sea ice no more sledge journeys were
made, though they would have been possible for several additional
weeks, During this first phase we had reconnoitred much of the
northeastern coast of Melville Peninsula and visited all the Eskimo
camps there,

By the end of June melting of the snow allowed more
detailed geomorphological studies. On June 26 we were flown to the
west coast of Melville Feninsula where a comprehensive study of
the south part of Garry Bay was carried out before returning to our
base camp on July 3,

On July 8 we left ocur camp on foot on an extended trip to
the interior of the peninsula west of Hall Lake, Walking was difficult
across the swampy lowland east of the lake but much easier on the
higher land to the north and west. On July 10 we reached the cache
which had been established by air and during the next ten days we
made geomorphological studies along the contact zone between the
Palaeozoic sediments of the eastern lowland and the Precambrian
crystallines of the interior. We also investigated the limits of
marine submergence. Weather conditions were very nearly perfect;
warm sunny days occurred with pleasing regularity and mosquitoes
became a nuisance only after July 16. On the return trip walking
was easier as the lowland was much drier. We reached our base
on July 19 after covering a distance of approximately 175 miles in
twelve days.

On July 25 we flew to Sarcpa Lake in the centre of
Melville Feninsula, Here we made a number of one-day traverses
and tcok some soundings of the lake, The greatest depth found was
66 feet. On July 29 we walked to the west shore of Hall Lake at
the mouth of the''Kingora River!, We had planned to use the
collapsible canoce we had cached there to travel around the shores
of Hall Lake and if possible to ascend the two larger streams
entering on its western side, Unfortunately, even at this late
date the lake ice was almost solid, and the narrow shore channel
was closed in many places by a steady east wind, so we had to
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follow the shore on foot. The canoe was used only to cross the mouth
of the "Kingora River", We returned to Sarcpa Lake on August 3 and
were flown back to our base on August 5, This trip completed the
second phase of the season's programme.

By this time the sea ice in Foxe Basin had broken up
enough to allow travel along the east coast using a 16~foot alurminium
boat, We spent a week at the base preparing the boat and outboard
motors and making additional traverses in the vicinity, On August 12
we left for Parry Bay accompanied by Kopar, an Eskimo from
Kingmitokvik, Masses of loose floe ice at the mouth of the
Ikerasak River prevented us from ascending it to Hall Lake to
recover the collapsible canoe, During the next week stormy weather
delayed our work but studies were carried out in the valleys of the
larger streams entering Parry Bay and on Amitiocke Feninsula, and
we returned to Hall Lake on August 21, We found the aluminium
boat to be well suited to the conditions we met on this trip,

We had planned to leave immediately for another boat
trip north along the coast, but extremely bad weather and severe
ice conditions delayed us until August 25. A few miles north of the
base we were forced to return by ice jammed against the shore,
The following day ice conditions had improved and we reached the
settlement of Igloolik, The summer was now too far advanced for
us to visit the coast west of Igloolik, and following a day of windy
weather we returned to our base on August 30, On September 4 we
were flown to Frobisher and thence to Montreal via NordAir,

Inuvik

On 18 July 1958 the Commissioner of the Northwest
Territories, on the advice of the Council of the Northwest Territories,
proclaimed Inuvik to be the name of the new town being built on the
East Channel of the Mackenzie River about thirty-five miles east of
Aklavik,

Nearly five years ago the Canadian government decided
that the settlement of Aklavik could not be expanded to cater for the
increased services necessary for the Mackenzie delta and the
surrounding district, and that a new centre must be built, After
detailed surveys in the summer of 1954 a site was chosen and
construction of the new town began., The site was one of four
considered on the east side of the delta and became known by its
survey designation of East Three, but this was not a suitable
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permanent name, Though many of those now living at Aklavik will
move to the new town, some will remain so the name of Aklavik could
not move with the town, At the July session of the Council of the
Northwest Territories the Commissioner asked the Council’s advice
on a name for the new town, Councillor Knut Lang, the member for
the Mackenzie Delta, said that Inuvik was the choice of the residents
of the delta, The name means in Eskimo '""The Flace of Man'', and

is pronounced IN-U=- VIX with the second syllable accented,

Arviligjuarmiut names for birds and mammals. By Andrew Macpherson

The names listed below with their English equivalents were
obtained with the invaluable assistance of the Rev, Frangz Van de Velde,
O.,M,I, during several consultations with natives of Felly Bay, Specimens
obtained locally were used for many of the identifications, and the plates
of Feterson's '"Field guide to the birds! (second edition) were used for
others, Descriptions and drawings were employed to identify some of
the larger and rarer mammals, Names without known equivalents are
placed in what appears to be their correct taxonomic position., This
list should not be taken as a complete list of the birds and mammals
of the region, nor should all the species listed be considered native
to Felly Bay. Species which have not been seen either by Van de Velde
or myself are starred,

The "Tireardjuark" is probably a mythical animal. It is
between a polar bear and a wolverine in size, and is white with a black
tail-tip. There is an interesting account of other mythical and prehist-
oric animals of Felly Bay by the Rev. Guy Marie-Rousseliere, O.M,I,
in Eskimo (Vol, 42, December 1956, pp. 10-12}),

Birds
Yellow=-billed Loon Toolik
Arctic Loon Kaglulik
Red-~throated Loon Kaksaut
Fulmar Kakorluit

Whistling Swan Kugjuk
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Canada Goose, large form
Canada Goose, small form *

White -fronted Goose

Lesger Snow Goose
Oldsquaw

King Eider
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
Gyrfalcon

Feregrine Falcon
Rock Ftarmigan
Sandhill Crane
Semipalmated Flover
Golden Plover
Turnstone

Furple Sandpiper
White-~rumped Sandpiper
Baird!s Sandpiper

Red Phalarope

Alkto

Uluagudlik

Nerlerk
Nerlernark
Kangor
Adgerk
Mittierk
Krinuajok
Kajuark
Naktoralik

Kidgavik

Kidgaviardjuk

Akredgerk
Tatitgak
Kodlerolerk
Tudlik
Taligvak
Sigzareark
Livilivila

Tuituark

Saarkrak

31
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Parasitic Jaeger Isungatkok

Long -tailed Jaeger Isungak

dark-phased jaeger {all species) Iggarlerk

Glaucous Gull Naujavak

Thayer!s Gull Nauja, Koksiardjuk

Ivory Gull Naujaviar

Arctic Tern Imetkotailak

Black Guillemot Pitsiolak

Snowy OCwl Okpik, Okpikdjuark

Horned Lark Tudliujok

Commeon Raven Tulugak

Water FPipit Kujaomertok

Lapland Longspur Manuilitark

Snow Bunting Kopenuark
Mammals

Cinereous Shrew ¥ Ugjugnark

Arctic Hare Ulpalerk

Parry Ground Squirrel Siksik

Varying Lemming Kajuitok

Brown Lemming Avingnuk

Red-backed Mouse Avingnuk naulajumik

White Whale Kenalugark
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Narwhal Kenalugark tugalukimik
Arctic Fox Tiriganeark

blues phase, brownish majok

blue phase, silvery Kreangartok
Coloured Fox Tiriganjardjuark

red phase kajortok

silver phase kernertok

cross phase senningajok
Folar Bear Nanuk
Ermine Tireak
........... m—— Tireardjuark (see above)
Wolverine Krabvik ;
Harbour Seal Kassigiak
Ringed Seal Netjerk '
Harp Seal Kairolik
Bearded Seal Ugjuk
Hooded Seal (?) * Netjivak (said to be very rare}
Barren -G round Caribou Tuktuk

Muskox Omingmak
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Chaﬂge of Address

Members are earnestly requested to advise the Treasurer,
Mr, J,E, Cleland, P,O, Box 68, Station D, Ottawa, promptly of
any change of address.

Editorial Note

The Editor would welcome contributions from thoge who
are at present in the Arctic or have information about work in the
Arctic, All material for the Circular should be sent to

Mrg, Graham Rowley,
245 Sylvan Road,
Rockcliffe,

Ottawa 2, Ontario,
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Eighty -fifth Meeting

The eighty-fifth meeting of the Arctic Circle was held
in the P,L,D,G, Mess, 60 QQueen Street, Ottawa, on Tuesday,
October 14, The President, Dr, D,C, Rose, was in the Chair and
introduced the speaker, Dr, Dean Fisher. Dr, Fisher described
the role of the Department of Fisheries in extending our knowledge
of the arctic sea resources,

Eighty-sixth meeting

The eighty-sixth meeting of the Arctic Circle was held
in the No. 9 Transport Company Mess, R,C.A,S5.C,, Bank and
Catharine Streets, Ottawa, on Tuesday December 9, The President,
Dr. D,C, Rose, was in the Chair and introduced the speaker,

Mr, Welland Phipps, who spoke on "The operation of light aircraft
in the Canadian arctic islands',

The Trail of '98 by the Gravel Riv er1 Route, By E.J, Corp

Introduction by the Editor

In the spring of 1898, lured by the stories of the great
riches being won in the goldfields of the Yukon, Mr, E,J, Corp left
his home in Hamilton, Ontario and travelled to the Yukon by what

1, Now officially named the Kcele River., Ed, A,C,
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was known as the ""All Canadian Route". This overland route

had many disadvantages compared with the Pacific approach,

and was not used to any great extent during the "Rush' days.

On the "All Canadian Route' many different crossing were made
from the Mackenzie drainage to that of the Yukon and accounts of
most of these have been written. It appears that no description has
so far been published of the Gravel, or Keele, River route, Few
used it and fewer still remain who did, thus the Circular is most
fortunate to have this opportunity of recording the experience,of
cne man who did make this journey,

Mr. Corp and his companions went down the Athabasca,
Slave, and Mackenzie rivers to the mouth of the Keele River and
then up that river to the height of land and thence into the headwaters
of the Stewart River and finally to the Yukon River . He and his
companions arrived in Dawson City in the summer of 1899 and for
; the next fifty-two years Mr, Corp was a resident of the Yukon,
serving for many years on the Yukon Council as the member for
| Mayo District,

| Mr, Corp became primarily a placer gold prospector,
| and with his partner, Dave Ryan, made considerable stakes on
Hunker Creek, In the 1920!'s when the lode silver-lead discoveries
' of Keno Hill caused a rush to the Mayo district they followed it and
put their fortunes in lode prospecting in which they were not so
successful., In sinking a shaft Ryan was injured and remained an
almost complete invalid for the rest of his life, With dogged
! tenacity and the persistence of '"natural-born' prospectors the
partners kept their discouraging lode claims in good standing and
/ in the end were able to sell them profitably and to retire to White
’ Rock in 1951,

Narrative by E,J, Corp

A,D, 1897-8, and the Klondike Gold Rush at its height,
Tales of the marvellous gold deposits found there had reached
practically every part of the civilized world; men from every walk
in life {even a few women), the majority of whom were without the
experience or knowledge required to undertake the hazardous
journey to the goldfields, or for success or survival after reaching
there, many of them married men with families, were carried

' away with the hope of acquiring an easy fortune,




VOL XI No. 3 THE ARCTIC CIRCULAR 37

While the great majority of those headed for the
Klondike went in from the Pacific Coast, many hundreds started
by what was called the "All Canadian Route'’, via Edmonton {then
the end of steel), the jumping-off place, to the then little-known
region of the great Canadian Northwest, Living in Hamilton,
Ontario, at the time, where circumstances had created in me a
desire for a change and travel, the great Klondike gold excitement
seemed an opportune excuse to start out on the road to adventure
and an entirely new way of life,

Thus, one day calling on a friend of mine, Jack
Phillips {who had a thriving merchant tailor business on James
Street), I said, "What do you say we go to the Klondike?!" After
a few moments! thought he replied, "All right, I'll go if you will,
and we'll get up a party and be ready to start in the spring." So
we got a party of six together, and during the following weeks we
outfitted for the trail. Our party consisted, besides Phillips and
myself, of Dr, Dillabough Jr., Chas. Krugg, Vic McFarland and
Alf Willis, We bought most of our outfit from the local wholesale
houses, excepting flour and rolled oats, which we bought later in
Edmonton, At that time aluminum utensils were but little used,
and, wanting to avoid unnecessary weight when packing on the
portages, two of us went to Buffalo, N,Y., and bought a complete
outfit of aluminum cooking utensils, Our heavy winter clothing,
sleeping bags, and oilskin clothes were all in Phillips!' tailor
shop, and when we were ready to start we had as complete an
outfit as could be secured,

Spring 1898, Just about this time there was a rate war
on between the C,P,R, and the Grand Trunk Railway, and our
tickets to Edmonton cost us only $25,00. Each Monday morning in
March and April, various parties for the Klondike or the Prairies
left the railway station on Hunter Street, and quite a crowd would
gather to watch the departing travellers, For many of these it
would be a final farewell, It was fifty years before I again saw
our starting point, and felt somewhat like 2 Rip Van Winkle, The
old places locked familiar and yet strange. We arrived in Calgary,
the first stop on our journey, on Saturday evening, and had to stay
over until Monday, when the train left for Edmonton, Sunday,
while wandering around Calgary, we were rather surprised to see
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people on their way home from church queueing up at the G.P,O
to get their mail, and going on down the street reading it, A
mail train had arrived from the east the previous evening.

Arriving at Edmonton, we found it a small prairie
town, with one main street {Jasper Avenue) north of the
Saskatchewan River, South of the river, apart from the sheds of
the railroad terminus, there were but few houses; later, during
the first world war, this was named Strathcona. In '98 when we
were there, there was no bridge over the river, though the piers
on each side for the railway bridge were already built and travel
across in winter was on the ice, and by boat in summer,

We got our outfit freighted across the river, and
pitched our tents in a cottonwood grove in what is now near the
heart of the city, We camped here about a week, then arranged
to have our whole outfit freighted to Athabasca Landing over the
old Hudson’s Bay Company's road, about seventy~five miles,
The freighter made two trips to take oul six tons, Axr-ived here,
we made our camp, and started to get our boat ready. It had been
made for us in Hamilton by an old boat builder, and had a rock
elm keel and ribs, and Georgia pine planking; each piece was
marked and knocked down, which made it easy to reassemble,
This, I think, was the strongest boat built here; the scores of
other boats were built of fresh-sawn local lumber, and were just
flat-bottom scows. Except for the unusually strong construction
of our boat, our trip would have ended disasterously a few days
after starting, as we struck a bad rock in running the Boiler
Rapids {so called because the boiler for the first Hudson!s Bay
Company steamboat was wrecked and lost here;, hut instead of
being ripped to pieces as an ordinary scow would have been,
just the bow was bruised; and needed but iittle repairing.,

May 1898. When we were all ready to start down the
river, our party, in conjunction with anothex party of nine men,
also from Hamilton, engaged a river guide to go with us until we
were past the rapids on the Athabas~a River. He, of course, went
on the larger boat, We left about noon the day after the ice went
out, early in May of 1898, and after a while our boats got separated,






