








Storkerson, a Norwegian sailor, had been First Officer on
the Leffingwell-Mikkelsen Expedition of 1906-7, of which Stefansson
was a member, and had lived in the Arctic for seven years before the
Canadian Arctic Expedition. Stefansson frequently praises his excellent
spirit throughout the latter expedition, his desire to do what had been
planned, no matter how great the difficulties, and his careful con-
scientious work. That a man of his experience and character could
have missed the island or falsified his results seems unthinkable. The
only reasonable conclusions are that the published track of his 1917
journey is in error or that he did see the island. Fortunately
Storkerson's original diary of 1917, including several sketch-maps,
and a copy of an unpublished report he made to the Department of
Naval Service are stored in the Canadian Archives, and were kindly
made available. These accounts describe a very remarkable journey,
greatly hindered by lack of time.

Shortly before Storkerson planned to leave the winter quar-
ters of the Polar Bear at Walker Bay, west Victoria Island, H. Gonzales,
captain of the ship, stated that he would sail after midnight on
29 July 1917 whether the travelling party had returned or note Most
of the men were therefore reluctant to accompany Storkerson for fear
of having to winter in Victoria Island. However, Second Engineer
Martin Kilian, a brother of Herman Kilian who had been with Storkerson
in 1915, and Seaman Adelbert Gumaer volunteered for the journey.

On 7 June 1917 the party of three left Walker Bay to survey
the northeast coast of Victoria Island, and if possible to extend
Storkerson's work of 1915 to join with that of Hansen in 1905.
Storkerson promised his companions that he would return on June 28,
but subsequently both offered to stay with him for as long as necessary
to complete the work. Gumaer however, announced his decision to re-
turn on June 26 and on the following day left the party. This necessi-
tated dividing stores and parting with a sledge and dogs. Although
Gumaer travelled overland against Storkerson's advice he succeeded in
reaching the ship safely, though he lost his dog team crossing a river.

On June 28 Storkerson and Kilian continued eastward beyond
Glenelg Bay. They followed the coast until the.1reached Mikkelsen
Island (first called Gonzales Island) where Hadley Bay narrows. On
July 6, realizing that they were in an inlet, Storkerson crossed to
the east coast and continued north up the western side of the peninsula.
The following day he reached Elsa Hill (called for Kilian's cousin) where
he left a monument in the form of the letter S and was able to get a
good view of the country. He noted from here that Mikkelsen Island
was in reality three separate islands and that two more islands lay to
the east of the groupe Storkerson's sketch-maps in his diary of the
coast north from this point to his farthest, reached on July 14, are
remarkably accurate when compared with the sketch-map made from the



air photographs. Moreover his observations were hindered by fog and
rain and he records that his longitude observations are approximate
only as the second-hand fell off and stopped one of his watches on
July 1.

Off the northern tip of the northeast peninsula of Victoria
Island Storkerson records seeing three islands. ln his report to the
Department of Naval Service, he writes for July 13: "Island A appears
to be a fairly large Island about ten miles distant. The East end of
it appears to bear about North Northeast the West end about North one-
quarters East. As this Island appeared to be the Northernmost and so
the most prominent of the land we had discovered that trip, l named it
after rrr:r companion, Martin Kilian's family, as a token of appreciation
of what he had done for me and the Canadian Arctic Expedition when he
refused to return with Gumaer according to Captain Gonzales' wishes."
On July 14: "Fog, snow and rain with a strong breeze from the South
Southeast prevailed ••• Before starting to return l decided to take a
walk to the Eastward to have a look at the coastline, so leaving Martin
at camp to build a cairn where l intended to leave rrr:r record, l walked
to a point two miles East of camp from where l saw an Island about
fifteen or twenty miles between the directions of Northeast and East
by North. To the East by South about ten, or at the most, fifteen
miles distant the farthest point of land (Point B) was visible beyond
which the coastline seemed to turn more to the South. The distance
estimated, l judged by the light blue color of the land at fifteen
or twenty miles and dark blue at ten or fifteen miles. This way of
estimating distance had proved in the past, to be fairly reliable in
the clear atmosphere existing in the Arctic region. To the East about
five miles and a little be10nd Point A, a small Island was visible.
This Island l named Elvina Island while Island B to the Northeast was
named Leffin~ell Island after my former commander on the Anglo-American
Arctic LPol~ Expedition. Point B the farthest point visible to us was
named by Mr. Stefansson after the Honorable G.J. Desbarats, Deputy Minister
of the Naval Service; while the Point F of July 13th., was named after

l The name "Elvira Island" was later adopted for this island. ln 1921
Dr. R.M. Anderson sent the Canadian Board on Geographical Names a
list of probable meanings of the places named on the Canadian Arctic
Expedition. In this he noted: Elvira Island "probably for Schr.
'Elvira', Capt. C.T. Pedersen •••". ln Storkerson's account however
he referred to the island as "Elvina Island" and had deleted the word
"for rrr:r" after "Island". l asked Dr. Stefansson's opinion on this
point and he replied that he felt confident that Storkerson had
named the island for a member of his family, perhaps one of his
daughters and gave me the information that they had attended Hay
River Anglican School. By good fortune l was able to get in touch
with Canon A.J. Vale, who had been in charge of the school, and learned
that Mrs. Storkerson's name was "Elvina".



Sir Robert Borden, Premier of Canada. These two Points are, in reality,
Capes for the coastline turns abruptly at both places. When l returned
to camp, Martin had the cairn ready so l took a photograph of him along-
side it after which Martin commenced to get our camping gear together
in preparation for our return •••" The record left in this cairn suros
up the results of Storkerson's journey and ends with the following
sentences: "If we have had a little longer time at our disposaI we
could easily have fini shed the restof the coast line to Hansens
farthest. This season is late and going is fair but we have orders
to be back at the Expeditions winter quarters July 29th 12 p.m. at the
latest. We have 350 miles to Walker bay and only 16 days to make it
in.

"The blame for this work not being completedthis year must
rest with H. Gonzales Master of the Polar Bear as he has stubornly
refused to wait for us longer th an July 29th. Our provisions have
long been exhausted are depending on game for grub and fuel for our-
selves and our dogs.

"Men in good health. Dogs sorefooted, leave here for Walker
bay tonight will probably go overland from Collinsons Inlet." (quoted
from Storkerson's report)l.

It must have been a bitter blow to Storkerson to have to
return when hia goal was so near, a decision made to honour his promise
to Kilian to get him back to the ship in time if at aIl possible. In
spite of a remarkably rapid journey Storkerson and Kilian did not reach
Walker Bay until July 31, two days after Gonzales had said he would
leave, and found the Polar Bear still there.

From this account it becomes evident that Storkerson's farthest
was erroneously placed on the published map2, and that in fact he did

1 As the only available copy of the report is an uncofrected carbon copy
the spelling mistakes have not been perpetuated.

2 ln a collection of maps of theexpedition stored in the Topographical
Survey in Ottawa, there are two identical base maps •. On one, Storkerson's
farthest ia shown roughly correctly wi th a solid line extending south
along the eastern side of the peninsula, probably indicating the
direction of the coastllne as Storkerson had seen it from the hill two
miles beyond his cairn. The other map shows a cross for Storkerson's
farthest placed at the end of the strong line and this appears to be
the published version. The change was, presumably, a simple error
in draughting.



see the northwest corner of Stefansson Island, whichhe named for
Leffingwell. Storkerson did not realize the extent of the island he
had discovered, a very understandable mistake as he only saw it from
a distance. Moreoverthe drainage suggests that the northwestern part
of the island is higher ground than that iIlUllediately inland and recent
air observers refer to a slight hill or rise on the northwestern point,
which might have cut off his view.

One sketch-map, illustrating a paper by Dr. Stefansson in the
Geographical Review for 1918 (Pl. XVIa, Vol. 6, facing p. 368), MaY
perhaps show Stefansson Island. An island is drawn in roughly the
correct position relative to the northeastern peninsula of Victoria
Island, but the outline of the peninsula is somewhatinaccurate. Dr.
Stefansson was writing from hospital at Fort Yukonbefare he had re-
cei ved full reports from Storkerson, which explains why he mentions that
Storkerson "did not knowat the time of his turning baok from the survey
trip that his turning point was a few miles short of Cape Nansen", while
Storkerson' s record left in his cairn shows that he was sadly aware of
this fact. Stefansson continues: "An additional reason for his turning
back was the discovery of an island apparerrtly considerably more than
twenty miles in length lying north of the northeastern corner of
Victoria Island •••• the strait separating Victoria Island from the
new island to the northeast is Hansen Strai t". It appears likely that
the island referred to is the Leffingwell Island (Stefansson Island)
of Storkerson, not hia Kilian Island in view of the position shawn on
the accompanying sketch-map.

Few of the place names mentioned in Storkerson's report have
appeared on the official maps of the region. If Starkerson were alive
today he would probably be happy to see the large island named for
Dr. Stefansson and to see Kilian Island and Elvina Island reinstated.
The latter names appear to have been dropped from the map and they have
been grouped together as the Elvira Islands. In 1921 the names Cape
Desbarats and Cape Borden were rejected because larger features had
been named for both men farther north, and Cape Storkerson was accepted
for Cape Desbarats. Nowthat Cape Storkerson is no longer a prominent
feature, it would seem appropriate if the northwestern point of
Stefansson Island or the northwestern point of the peninsula were namod
for Storkerson. It would also be very suit able if Leffingwellfs name
were given to some other major feature on the island. Stefansson
originally proposed that the channel between the large island dis-
covered by Storkerson and the mainland, nowknownas Goldsmith Channel,
should be called "Hansen Strait", but this namewas not adopted. Perhaps
the name "Hansen Strait" would have caused confusion because of Storkerson's
use of "Hansen Inlet" for what is nowHadley Bay.

That such a large island as Stefansson Island was unknownto
the Eskimo, who formerly travelled in northern Victoria Island, would
have been very unlikely. According to Inspector Henry Larsen there



were severa1 Eskimo at Cambridge Bay and Perry River who spoke of a
large is1and off Victoria Island, "Umingmalik" (Place of Muskax),
where their ancestors had hunted muskox. Among those who knew of
this island were Angu1a1ik, the trader at Perry River, and the 1ate
Patsy Klengenberg. Neither of these had been to the is1and and
Inspector Larsen had not heard of any Eskimo who had trave11ed there.
High winds and various superstitions were given as reasons for not
visiting northeast Victoria Island. Storkerson records that Kilian
found recent muskox woo1 near Elsa Hill in northeast Victoria Island
in 1917, and it is possible that there are muskaxen on Stefansson
Island today. If this correlation of "Umingmalik" and Stefansson
Island is correct it will make the naming of the is1and for the ardent
supporter of muskox domestication a happy coincidence.

The rediscovery of Stefansson Island from the air and its
subsequent naming para11e1s the case of Prince Charles Island in Foxe
Basin. It shows that the records of ear1y trave1lers in the region
should be checked with care before sightings from the air are c1aimed
as first discoveries.

The be1uga fisheryat Churchill
From 1948 to 1950 scientists from the Central Fisheries Research

Station of the Fisheries Research Board spent several weeks each year
study1ng the be1uga in Hudson Bay. The fo110wing account is written
from notes very Idnd1y sent to us by Dr. K.H. Doan, who was in charge
of the observations.

The be1uga, De1phinapterus leucas, a member of the porpoise
fami1y, is b1ue at birth, grey as it grows older, and white when adult,
hence it is popular1y known as the White Wha1e. Beluga are widespread
in Canadian arctic waters. Commercial fisheries are primarily interested
in the oi1 which can be obtained from the substantial 1ayer of b1ubber
which protects the be1uga from the co1d. The Eskimo and other northern
residents catch be1uga for dog food as we11 as for oil, and the outer
layer of the skin, the muktuk, is considered a de1icacy.

The mouth of the Churchill River is a good place for catching
beluga. The be1uga enter the river in abundance as soon as the ice goes
out. During the summer they come in on the rising tide, proceed to head
of tide, turn around, and most 1eave the river on the fa11ing tide.
Their dai1y numbers are nRlch affected by co1d weather or winds, and on
a fine day as many as 162 "spouts" have been counted in one mile of rj.ver.
Most be1uga leave the Churchill area by the end of August and they are
believed to be a transient population. Their main food is the capelin,
but jaws of the sandworm (Nereis), beaks of squids, and occasionally
other fish are a1so found in their stomachs.



The first attempt at a commercial fishery of the beluga in
the Churchill area was made during the summers of 1929 and 1930 by
the Hudson' s Bay Company, which has also operated a fishery at
Pangnirtung. The fishery was on a small scale and the blubber was
simply rendered in open kettles. After a first good season the catoh
of beluga declined and a very poor season in 1931 resulted in the
fishery being closed. Between 1931 and 1949 beluga hunting was con-
fined to local residents and the missions, and it is estimated that
fewer than 50 were taken each year.

In 1949 commercial hunting started on a considerable scale
and a reduction plant was built by the Adanac Whale and Fish Products
Company. The plant overlooks the Churchill River and stands on an
extended spur of the railway a short distance from Churchill station.
It consists of frame buildings containing a cookhouse, bunkhouse, coal-
fired steam boiler, refrigerated storage (about 50 tons), oil storage
tanks, and a meat grinder. In addition to the plant manager and
accountant about six men were employed to operate the plant during
the busy season in 1951.

The beluga are taken by harpoon and by net. They are then
brought to the plant where they are hauled up a ramp and flensed an
a low table. The blubber is cooked in the retort and the oil is then
drained into a settling tank where it is centrifuged and stored in
closed outside tanks. The oil is used in industry and in the manufacture
of edible products such as margarine. The liver and steak are separated
from the rest of the meat; the forrœr is used for animal food, the
latter is on sale in some Winnipeg stores for human consumption. The
remainder of the carcass,bones and all, is passed through the grinder
and packed in 50 Ib. oartons for animal food, particularly for dog
food and for fur farms.

The following table shows the total catch and processed
products in lbs. of the beluga fishery for the three years for which
figures are available.

1949 1950 1951
Number processed 206 326 584
ail 45,000 101,935 172,735
Ground meat 85,000 78,300 133,100
Liver 2,050 4,750
steak 3,200
Total production, Ibs. 130,000 182,285 313,785



The beluga hunting season lasts approximately from June 10
to September 10. ln 1951 39 fishermen were licensed and took 584 fish,
of which 385 were males. The hunters, or fishermen, worked part-time
only and were paid $1000 per foot of beluga. Payments totalling nearly
$6,000 were made to the group which conststed of 4 Eskimo, 6 half-breed
Eskimo, 8 Chipewyans, 5 half-breed Chipewyans, 6 half-breed Crees, and
10 whites. Of these the Eskimo, half-breed Eskimo, and one family of
half-breed Crees were the best hunters.

Between 1947 and 1951 1,077 beluga were measured in the
Churchill area and the largest was 14 faet 8 inches long. The females
averaged 10 inches shorter than males of the same age. ln the 1951
commercial fishery the lengths rangcd from 5 to 14 feet. No facilities
were available for weighing individuals in the "round", but the rule-
of-thumb method of slightly less than 100 lbs. per foot in length is
generally accepted.

The beluga fishery in the areas of Hudson Bay, Hudson Strait,
James Bay, and Ungava has been cont:colled since 1949 by the Department
of Fisheries. Licenses ta take boluga have to be obtained fron the
Department of Fisheries and cost $1.00. Indians, Eskimo, half-breed
Indians or Eskimo, and members of the R.C.M.P. are permitted to take
beluga for their own domestic use and for feeding to their dogs.
Licensees rnust avoid, inso.far as possible, killing females with suck-
lings or taking sucklings, and l':'"eeklyreports have to be made to the
Department of Fisheries.

ln the Churchill area a district quota of 600 beluga has been
in force, but up to the end of 1951 the catch has always been well below
this figure. ln 1949 and 1950 beluga had to be taken by harpoon and
rifle only, but in 1951 the use of gill nets was permitted. An objection
to nets is that smaller animals are caught: in 1951 55 per cent of those
taken by net averaged less than 10 feet, as compared with only 28 per
cent by harpoon.

Eight observation flights were made along the coast from
Churchill in the summer seasons of 1948, 1950, and 1951 to count the
beluga. Each flight was about 300 miles and an average of 275 beluga
were seen. The fishing does not appear to have fallen off in the
three years the commercial fishery has beeù operating and so far it
seems that the present ql~ota is sufficient protection. The number ob-
served on the flights 'tlTashighest in mid-summer, when as many as 1,600
beluga were counted in 100 miles.

ln addition to studying the beluga in Hudson Bay to determine
whether the exploitation there may affect supplies for the Eskimo farther
north, the Fisheries Research Station has been investigating the biology
of this interesting m~~l. To assist in tracing their movements a few



beluga have been :;:l1arked:thebarb3d head of a harpoon was replaced by
a flat plate bearing needles arranged in a design and dipped in tattoo
ink and the harpoon was th en fired at the ani.mal. Howe~'er only 4
beluga were marked in 1949 and 7 in 19~O and up te date there have
been no recoveries. Much scientific infor~~~ion has been obtained
about the beluga and i t is hoped tha~', tb.e problem of where they winter
will soon be solved.

In 19~.ithe Je~g::'~1rh:'c,.J.B~7~.S:r_:of the :;;:Jl'artm3nt cf Mines
and Resources (L:iW th2 c.:oop::"ar::.~.01:'':. ~2ë':lC;::'. c:' t·l'\('\L(:';:Jm"~ent of Hines
and Technical S1.lTVeyn:rr.p,d2 pla~.s ::"r·;r'a. :'.8:-.:::"":"8.:1go study of the con-
di tion and distr:buJuio::: of j.rle :'.!':. :.··07:-J:,hor~.kmêmE'l. waters 0 TLle general
purposeof the projec':', l-TaSJ:.,:, 3x·;:.e::d ':',he g?og:;:'~;.'l!'"J..::~a:,knm·Tledgeof the
formation, disintegration, l'''..xte~:··~,~md.m':~nm"nt of' t:1.e different types
of floating ice in Cé'.I13.d:'.t:::l1;~,t'J::"3anè. ·tbe ner;Ol:1'ar,y:î.n.gnaïTigational
difficulties. The prcject in~l'ldeR i::lf0rffië:t/~cn:lr. fJ.oat,in~ ice only,
upland or continental g~.t'.Gi.c:::' ~ 'J0 he:.::.:gexclll.0.cd except 'tvhGresuch
glaciers supply ice to the f:9a as b3I"'gS-'Y' ice shelves. Originally
the area under stri."veyinclud';)d the Be<:l.uf·)ë".'.l:', f~,:;e...• the 'Ha.ters of the
Canadian Arctic Archipel~.go,::'hG Fuôson E':iY~Ja.':.'l.3S B8,j· area, Baffin Bay,
Davis Strait, and J(jheL8b!'ad.'):':,c'Jé''3t" R.e;~nnt:~!, e:", t.he suggestion of
the Fisheries Rese2.rch B~";'"Idé',üd t~19Fj.R1.".e::."ies :Jivi2;.<m of the Nova
Scotia Department o:~Tr<:.d0;:mô, In(h·rj't::.~:y$ ',:,heGi.:~:..:~ c:': S·t,. I.a;tl'1renceand
eastern Canadian mar:1:t.:'.r:s;'.10.'(.·3:;:-;:: hav'J t1:';.CO bo::m incli.·,c~od. It 18 in-
tended later to co\!er :'1.7.:_ Can.2;:l:Lan:L.'?:·.~;'1c'.~~Ed:9:t';:'0

The projeot WRS begun d~~ing ~~e summ~r of 1948 1)y cxtracting
data on ice conditions f:.'om ro::x:·t..··'iG'i p:.i.bl:!.sh"..vl p::'jJ:r~"'::'t) 1905. This ~vork
was cont;nued d"·..•4:.,."l' 'l'''.Çl ~...,,.:> '0;';('\ .•... T.l...•1·..,.·1 --.,,~ ••• "''''''') -ln ~·\..eform of

•••••• ,\A....:~ ..a..':'·"'b -,,;~, ~i", e:;t.iJ..•-:' a. .••• / .,..1\,1.) .J...U. ,,'•• ~..:....,.,!.. S Ge:,.. ....::....,.t..l _ ULl

a staff for extrt'.ct.ion ur.ci e(:i t.:i.ng,~a8 '3~nt;;,ih'l'·'.;.'xl b7 ·t.he Defence Research
Board, and the inform::J,:j:'.Cl1g<,:~,l·.:e:.:'d!';':1.afj 'D,:,')n ril~d acoo:'ding J~o region.
As a result of this j c:i..::lt,c;':l'Ü:"'~'i 8')::1'3 2" ISO rcf'erAnc:"\s had been tabu-
lated in the forro of cp..::'è.8 by 3. S:èF/·ler.7.'~~:'." 1~S2.t aJ.1'ltheE3 haye been
sent by the Geogrrphical Br'anch .'jO I~;(')r'~;aina.ecnciel:1 aLti crganizations
interested in iee CJ~d..i.'t.:l.on8 ~ A('.di·;:,~~C:lclrei'0 ..:-encss \,:-111 be distributed
as they become a::ra:i..lr.ble" ::;:t:_s b':r,:;(~dt1:1!"~'~,';'h08·);,:c'x':.vin.g the infor-
mation will contrib1'5'~ t,o t.h.e 'fJ~~C';€C;';)1:;7 b>:!)€:~.:~g~dJ.i:;:'icmù references
to the attention of the :i3:;~2::nh"<'.:.:,2 ::'/"' :Ln~.u.'.:.ho~·:.tjat,i;"C l.mpublished
ice obBervations~

The infc':,mt'::',.C~ c:è71ec W:.=,7_ pOL'2:: ..bJ.;y- :~,o0:: mcst inunediate use
in estimating icn conr':'.tions fo:;:' :-::,;);.;.:c1:.'5.0<'.r3as é'';.!.lt,in-"os., When more
information is asremb:,xl i t ahoU:i: ass::.a·(;ne..-:;rigat:'.'Jn, the study of the
relationships bet~Neen ioe cr,~dit:i..o!-;:sand metoorolor.;:i,cal and oceanographic
phenomena, and fcreoaf, ::'~ng(c.tes for bl·3Ek-l.:Yand f::-eeze.-up.



Anoutbreak of rabies in northwest Canada, 1951-2. ByV.E.F. Solman

Since 1941, whenrabies was first proved to exist i.n both the
Eastern and Western Canadian!rctic,l the Division of AnimalPathology,
AnimalDisease Research Institute, Hull, Que., has confirmed the
diagnosis of rabies in a numberof cases from the Western Arctic.

The 1951-2 outbreak was first reported on 6 December1951,
whenwordwas received that the head of an infected dog was being for-
warded from the Reindeer Station near Aklavik. The brain was found to
contain Negri bodies in large numbers, confirming the diagnosis of
rabies. To 1 May1952, laboratory examinations have demonstrated rabies
in 5 dogs, 4 wolves, and 15 faxes, all from within a radius of one
hundred miles of Aklavik. During Mayone infected fox was found in the
Yellowknife area, and during June another was found in the Fort
Fitzgerald area.

Rabies vaccine was provided to officers at Aklavik and neigh-
bouring centres in December1951, and at latest report 832 doses had
been used or issued for dog vaccination.

Althoughrabid animals are reported a1most annual1y from the
Western Arctic, the 1951-2 outbreak already appears to have involved
more animals and to have covered a wider geographical region than
previous outbreaks for whichwe have information. This May of course,
be due to improvedfacilities for diagnosis as a result of the increased
sc1entific staff in the area, better transportation, and better facili-
ties for obtaining such information.

Ian McTaggartCowan(J.Mammal.Vol. 30 (1949) pp. 396-8)
describes somadetails of attacks by rabid anima1s in the Aklavik area
in 1941 and suggests that rabies maybe of importance in fluctuations
in animal numbersin this area.

HudsonBay Insurance

It was reported in The Timesfor June 21 that on the recom-
mendation of the Joint Hull Connnitteeunderwriters and insurance
companieshave madethe following changes in the additionalpremiums
required fer HùdsonBay.

Therate for vessels fi tted with gyro--compassis to be reduced
by 25 per cent in all colun:na. ln the current schedule, the commencement
date for~pass1ng CapeChid1ey1s altered from July 26 to July 23. No

• l See Circular, Vol. 1 (1948) pp••37-8 and 55-6; and Vol. 4 (1951)
pp. 47-9.



vessel, however, may pass Cape Chid1ey befere August 10 until the
captain has been advised by the Canadian Government patrol ship that
it is sare to do SOlO The closing date remains unchanged, with Oatober 10
rating in the scale. For extensions up to October 15 the rates are to be
increased by 25 per cent.

Our attention has been drawn to an error which appeared in the
first paragraph of the article "The coming of representative government
to the Northwest Territories" in the Circular for December, 1951 (Vol. 4,
No. 6, pp. 79-83). ln the phrase "acting under instructions from the .
Governor in Council, the Minister of Resources and Development" the comma
should be replaced by the word "or". The Governor in Council is, of
course, not the same as the Minister of Resources and Development and is
in effect the Cabinet. Under the Northwest Territories Act the Governor
in Council or the Minister have the authority to instruct the Commissioner
concerning the administration of the Territories.

Subscriptions to the Arctic Circle
Subscriptions to the Arctic Circle ($2.00 for ottawa members,

or $3.00 for combined membership for husband and wife, and $1.00 for
out-of-town members, other than institutions) are payable to the Treasurer,
Mr. James Cantley, 215 Gladstone Avenue, Apt. 11, Ottawa.

Owing to currency regulations it is not always convenient for
members of the Arctic Circle residing in Europe to pay their subscriptions
to the club in Ottawa direct. Through the courtesy of the Director, the
Scott Polar Research Institute will now receive the subscriptions of mem-
bers from the United Kingdom and from the Continent of Europe and will
transmit them to Canada from time to time. European members should for-
ward their 1952 subscriptions (5/-) to the Director, Scott Polar Research
lnstitute, Cambridge, England and mark them "Arctic Circle Subscription".

Members are earnestly requested to advise the Treasurer, Mr. James
Cantley, 215 Gladstone Avenue, Apt. 11, Ottawa, promptly of any change of
address.

The Editer would welcome contributions from those who are at
present in the Arctic or have information about work in the Arctic. All
material for the Circular should be sent to:

Mrs. Graham Rowley,
411 Echo Drive,
ottawa, Ont.
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The thirty-seventh meeting of the Prctic Circle was held in the
lst. Corps Troops R.C.A.S.C. Mess, 278 Sparks Street, on Hednesday October 1.
The President, Inspector Henry Larsen, was in the Chair and introduced the
speaker, l~. N.O. Christensen. l~. Christensen, who is Kontorchef (Deputy
Governor) in Greenland, spoke on the "Greenland Administration".

The thd.rty-eighth meeting of the Arctic Circle was held in the
lst. Corps Troops R.C.A.S.C. Hess, 278 Spar1-:sStreet, on vJednesday November 5~
The President, Inspector Henry Larsen, was in the Chair and introduced the
speaker, l1r. Doug Hilkinson. l'Ir.Hilkinson sho't-Jedthe colour sound film
"Angotee - story of an Eskimo boy" and deecribed. the shooting of the film
at Chesterfield Inlat during the months of October, November, and De~ember
1951 by a National Film Board part:r• (For an account of the work of the
National Film Board Arctic Project see Arctic ~ircular, Vol. 5 (1952)
PP. 36-8).

First !1eeting of the newly constituted Greenland National Council.
By N.O. Christensen

The first annual meeting of the newly constituted Greenland National
Council (Landsraad) opened in Godthaab on 25 September 1951. The Council is
composed of thirteen members, one from each of the electoral districts of
~tJestGreenland, vlho serve for four years. A.naccount of the first national
election held on 29 June 1951 was published in the Arctic CirculaI' for 1951
(Vol. 4, pp. 83-5). Danes and Green1anders were eligible but no Danes
were elected. The Council met daily over a period of four weeks, adjourning,
on 2] October 1951, and dealt VJith an agenda of over eighty items. Governa.r
Paul H. Lundsteen presided over~he meetings.

The Council is a national body in the sense that it represents
over ninety peI' cent of the total population of Greenland. It is not
directly concerned with the affairs of East and North Greenland, (North
Greenland : Thu1e district) although certain items on the agenda to~ched•



upon developments in those areas. The Couneil has no legislative authority
and its administrative decisions are subject to review by the Danish
Greenland Department in Copenhagen. None the less the Council will exert
considerable influence in shaping policies and legislation affecting Green-
land. lt does have direct authori ty c","ercertain matters of domestic
finance.

ln the opening ceremonies, Governor Lundsteen delivered an address
of welcome to the delegates and messages of greetings were exchanged with
the King and Queen of Denmark, the Danish Parliament, and the Danish Prime
Minister. Augo Lynge, the member for Godthaab, replied to the Governor's
adciress on behalf of the Couneil. He reaffirmed Greenland's loyalty to
the Mother Country and said he looked forward to continued close cooperation
with Denmark in developing Greenland in the best interests of the native
population. He said he desired the ties with Denmark strengthened and he
also expressed the hope that Greenlanders would eventually be granted full
parliamentary representation in the Danish Rigsdag similar to that enjoyed
by the Faroe lslanders. Mr. Lynge stated that he believed theyounger
generation of Greenlanders should be trained, with the assistance of the
Danes, to take positions of greater responsibility in all phases of the
development of the country, and that they should assume, in time, a greater
degree of control over local affairs, partieularly in the field of finance.

ln the course of its deliberations the Couneil selected Frederik
Nielsen of Julianehaab and Augo Lynge of Godthaab to be delegates to the
Permanent Greenland Commi ttee of the Danish Parliament, and Frederik Lynge
of Egedesminde was ehosen as delegate on the Board of Directors for the
Royal Greenland Trading Company.

The New Development Programme in Greenland was considered by the
Council. Frederik Nielsen of Julianehaab expressed the opinion that
greater emphasis should be placed first upon the housing programme, in
order to combat tuberculosis among the Greenland population, and secondly
upon fisheries and manufacturing establishments to promote trade and
commerce. He thought these two phases of the programme should take pre ce-
dence over administrative development. The Council, however, made no formaI
proposals on the matter.

The question of control of sales of alcoholic liquors occasioned
lengthy discussion. After considerin;::'.-ariousproposals ranging from com-
plete prohibition to the removal of all restrictions, the Couneil voted
in favour of a rationing plan whereby each householder would be permitted
to buy not more than ten litres of hard liquor, twenty litres of wine, two
hundred bottles of beer, and forty-eight kilograms of malt annually.
Larger rations would be allowed for certain officiaIs.



ln considering problems relating to fishing activities in
Greenland waters, several Council members expressed concern over the
operating methods of Danish and Faroese ships. A law passed in 1950
gave aIl Danish nationals, which includes Faroe Islanders, the right
to fish in the fjords and territorial waters of Greenland. This regu-
lation had been approved by the two former Greenland Provincial Councils.
As a consequence, many Faroese and a lesser number of Danish ships carne
to Greenland to fish the rich cod and halibut banks of the inshore waters.
They aroused considerable local resentment by intensive fishing without
due regard for the Greenlanders whose less effective methods and equip-
ment made it impossible for them to compete with the visiting ships.
The Council condemned this practice and asked that corrective measures
be taken. This problem will be further considered in Copenhagen.

On l October 1951 the Chairman explained the implications of
the new Greenland Defence Pact which was signed on 27 April 1951, between
Denmark and the United States. The Council expressed unanimous satis-
faction with the Pact.

A Royal Decree outlining administrative procedures for the
Greenland District Councils (kommunalbestyrelser) was presented tà and
approved by the Council.

The Council formally requested that the Danish Government life
insurance programme be extended to include Greenlanders.

Following discussions of various cultural affairs in Greenland,
the Council decided to arrange for the publication of a new bi-weekly
periodical to be printed in both Danish and Greenlandic to replace
Gr~nlandsposten and Atuagagdliutit. Public funds were also voted to
purchase new library books in Greenlandic.

A Danish law of 1951 which established for the first time a
schedule of import duties for certain goods entering Greenland, such
as sugar, chocolate, tobacco, and alcoholic beverages, was approved by
the Council. The proceeds are deposited with the National Council
Treasury and are used preferably to finance social welfare projects,
administered by the District Councils, such as old-age pensions, homes
for the aged, relief, child welfare, public wells, and roads. The
National Council may also authorize loans from this fund to persons in
the lower income groups for building homes or buying hunting and fishing
gear.

A plan to import domesticated reindeer into Greenland from
Norway was studied and approved. The Council in its present session
designated an experimental area in southern Greenland where the first
herds will be introduced.



ln 1950 the Green1and Department in Copenhagen drafted a new
penal code for Green1and. The Counci1 reviewed it and agreed upon its
adoption.

An officiaI report of the Council proceedings has been printed in
Danish and Green1andic. It may be purchased from the Governor of Greenland,
Godthaab, or from the Gree~~and Administration, Cope~~agen, Denmark.~~

Northern activities of the Geodetic Survey, 1951-2. By J.E.R. Ross
During 1952 two types of geodetic projects were'continued in the

subarctic areas of C2nada - shoran tri1ateration mainly in the east and
precise astronomica1 work in the west. (?or an account of the geodetic
work during 1950-1, see Circular, Vol. 5 (1952) pp. 5-8).

With the cooperation of the Royal Canadian Air Force, shoran line-
measurement operations 1vere carried on in the Dubawnt Lake-Coronation Gulf
area easterly across the northern part of Hudson Bay to the westerly limits
of Hudson strait and the Unga'la Pen:i.nsula. Altogether 53 new lines were
measured in the shoran network in which the average and maximum length of
line are 239 and 362 miles respectively. Both Air Force and Geodetic Survey
personnel were based at Yellowknife during the first part of the season and
at Churchill during July and August.

ln advance of the line-measurement operations, reconnaissance and
station preparation work was carried on for several hundred miles both north-
ward and southward from Hudson Strait. New stations selected and prepared
during 1952 inc1ude points adjacent to Gillian, Basin, and Amadjuak lakes,
Cape Dorchester, Lake Harbour, and two unnamed léJ(es at 68°3lN., 7102a-J.
and 64°l2N., 66°5lW. in central and southern Baffin Island; an 'QTIllamedlake
on Resolution Island; Tasiat and 1'1cGilllakes, the Kovik River, and George
River in Ungava, and Cle~later Lake and an unnamed lake (56024N., 69058W.)
near Lac Châteauguay farther south in Quebec province; and an unnamed lake
(~5C43N., 63012','/.) near Lake l''Iistastinin Labrador.

ln general, the 1952 summer season was very favourab1e for field
work in the east. Freshwater 1akes in southern Baffin Island were practica11y
c1ear of ice by the midd1e of July. One violent wind storm, however, occurred
in this area on July 28 and several tents at the Amadjuak Lake base camp were
blown down and in sorne cases badly torn~

* Day by day summaries of the Council's activities appeared in the new
Godthaab daily news sheet Godthaab Avis, published in Danish under the
direction of Helge Christensen~



The scarcity of animal 1ife was remarkable. During the entire
season, the shoran reconnaissance party observed from the air on1y three
or four caribou. However, just south of the Koukdjuak aiver on Baffin
Island, great f10cks of severa1 thousand birds, presumably geese, were
seen f1ying between the sma11 1akes and ponds which cover a large part of
that area.

On the first trip to the lake at 64°12N., 66°srw. on Baffin Is-
land, the crew and geodetic personnel of the Canso could see great masses
of bou1ders and rocks which appeared to reach almost to the surface of the
water. Since the landing hazard was considered too great for a Canso, which
requires 5 or 6 feet of water for a sare landing, the aircraft returned to
base. The next day a successful landing was made in a Norseman pontoon-
equipped aircraft drawi.ng only l~ feet of water. It was found that the
water was so crystal clear that rocks and stones which appeared to be
barely covered by water were in reality 30 or 40 feet below the surface.

Geodetic Survey personnel engaged on the 1952 shoran project were:
W.J. l'1acLean,A.C. Hamilton, A.S. Grant, 11\l.D. Forrester, S.A. YaskO'tdch,
Dr. R.K. Johns, C.D. HcLellan, F.H. Hawkins, and P. Hillia"llson.

Along the southerly limits of the Northwest Territories an
astronomical party established four precise stations on the 60th parallel.
Two of these points, near sma1l 1akes 90 miles north of Fort Nelson, were
required for the demarcation of the British Columbia-Northwest Territories
boundary. On this project, the geodetic survey par'GY and a dog team were
flown in to the lakes from Fort Nelson early in 11arch in a ski-equipped
plane. The dog team was used to provide transportation from the 1akes to
the locale of the 60th parallel. The aircraft-dog team combination proved
to be an efficient and satisfactory solution of the ldnter transportation
problem.

ln June, two more precise astronomie al stations were established
on the 60th paralle1: one on Donovan Lake, 20 miles east of Fort Smith, and
the other on Charles Lake, 20 miles farther east. A Norseman aireraft was
lisedfor transportation on this work. On the winter projeet, W.D. Forrester
and G.A. Cor coran carried out the observational progra'1lITle.lVlr.Forrester
was aecompanied by Paul Williams on for the S~"llmerwork. On the comp1etion
of the boundary project, Forrester and Uilliamson moved to the Baffin
Island-Ungava Peninsula area where they made preliminary astronowical
fixes in connection with the selection of new shoranstations.

At the round table conference on Eskimo affairs held in Ottawa on
May 19-20 a continuing committee was appointed to study the reports and
suggestions presented (see Circular, Vol. 5 (1952) pp. 41-3). The member~
of this committee, which met for the first time in ottawa on October 16,
are: Major General H.A. Young, chairman, His Excellency J. Troecellier,



Rt. Rev. Donald B. Marsh, R.H. Chesshire, Commissioner L.H. Nicholson, R.C.M.P.,
Dr. P.E. Moore, and J.G. Wright.

The Hon. Robert Winters, Hinister of Resources and Development,
addressed the committee and stressed the need for a practical approach to
education to prepare the Eskimo for the changing times in the Arctic. There
are at present seven schools for Eskimo in Canada and arrangements have
already been made by the federal government to Duild an eight-room school
at Aklavik.

The committee agreed that besides extending facilities for elementary
education to aIl Eskimo children and setting up camp hostels at schools for
those children who live away from the settlements, provision would have to
be made for higher education and for technical training for those who showed
particular aptitude. Eskimo who give evidence of possessing the necessary
qualifications will be enabled to prepare themselves to work as teachers,
nurses, or artisans, either among their own people or outside.

Consideration was also given to the problems involved in extending
the medical care at present given to Eskimo, and particularly to the pro-
gramme which has been in effect during recent years for the detection and
treatment of tuDerculosis. One of the more pressing problems is to provide
convalescent or rehabilitation centres for Eskimo who have been discharged
from hospital, but are not capable of returning to the rigorous northern
life they have known before. ~10 such centres will be established in 1953:
one at Frobisher Bay, southern Baffin Island, for Eskimo from the Eastern
Arctic, and the other at Driftpile, Albe:rta, for the ~,lesternArctic,

At the Frobisher Bay centre convalescent Eskimo will learn to take
up their normal activities again. The Driftpile centre will be something
of an experiment where it will oe seen if those Eskimo who are unlikely ever
to be fit enough to return to the north can adjust themselves to different
occupations in areas other than the Arctic.

With the opening up of the North, which has followed the àevelopment
of air travel, there have been a number of epidemics such as measles, scarlet
fever, and whooping cough. Because Eskimo have little or no resistance to
these diseases, formerly unkn~Nn among them, special medical measures are
necessary. Ordinary health and medical problems are being met by frequent
medical patrols, local hospitals, and nursing stations and by the voluntary
work of missionaries, traders, and police throughout the country. Cases
requiring specialized surgery or treatment are brought out by aircraft or
boat to hospitals in the south.

The com~ittee agreed that, under the direction ef the Canadian
Handicraft Guild, the development of handicrafts as a source of Eskimo
income has sho~m good results. Government assistance will be continued.
Other small industries such as boat building, fishing for local markets,
and the collection of eiderdown are to be encouraged.



On November 24 the Hon. Robert V/inters, 1'1inisterfor Resources
and Development, announced that an Eskimo Research Unit had been created
in the Northern Administration and Lands Branch of the Department. Mr.
J.G. Wright, former chief of the Northern Administration Division, has.taken
over the new unit, which will probably consist of four persons. t1r. vlright,
who joined the Department of the Interior in 1918, has been closely associated
with the problems of the Eskimo and of the north country since 1941. His
wide knowledge and syrnpathetic understanding of these problems should go far
towards m~{ing the formation of the Eskimo Researeh Unit one of the more
important steps towards stabilizing the economy of the Eskimo.

1) To conduct field researches into the best means of adapt~ng the
Eskimo to changing economic conditions.

2) To develop specifie projects to this end with particular regard to:
a) The impravement of hunting and fishing techniques.
b) The greater utilization of local food resources.
c) Handicraft industry.
d) Small industries such as whaling, codfishing, eider-

down collecting, and boat building, and home industries.
3) The transfer of Eskimo from over-populated or depleted areas to

under-populated areas or favourable areas or to areas where employ-
ment, seasonal or otherwise, may be obtained.

4) To recommend specifie loans to groups of Eskimo or to individual
Eskimo and specifie investments in particular projects.

5) The study of relations between Eskimo and traders.
6) The development of educational techniques for the better instruction

of Eskimo in occupations suitable to their local environment.

19$1 supply mission to the joint arctic weather stations- - .
Unfortunately we were not able to publish an account of the supply

mission to the joint aretic weather stations in 1951. "'Te have ineluded
notes about aIl previous missions (see Circular, Vol. l (1948) pp. 2 and 90;
Vol. 2 (1949) pp. 70-1; Vol. 3 (1950) pp. 46-7) and therefore eonsider it
worth while publishing the following brief account about the 1951 season
to complete the record.



ln 19~1the annual supply mission managed to reach three stations:
Resolute and Eureka, both joint Canadian/United States stations, and Thule,
a joint Danish/United States station, and to land supplies at Bridport lnlet,
Melville Island, which could be used for a future station.

The naval force, commanded by Captain Walter C. Ford, U.S.N., was
the largest so far sent north on the joint weather station progr~~e, and
included a tanker. It consisted of rive ships: two icebreakers, the
U.S.S. Atka and the U.S.C.G.C. Eastwindj two cargo vessels, the U.3.S.
Wyandot-aruI the U.S.S. Achernar; and a tanker, the TJ.S.S. ~respelen. The
U.S.S. Atka was making her first trip into heavy ice sinee her return by
the RusSIans in october 1950.

The mission left Boston on July 16 and, with the exception of the
Eastwind, returned to Newport, R.l. on August 27.

ln spite of heavy ice in Lancaster Sound and Barrow Strait Resolute
was reached on August 7, an earlier date than any previous mission. lncoming
ice forced the ships to leave the haxbour once during their stay, but un-
loading was later completed successfully.

The Eastwind managed to reach Eureka on August 24, rather late in
the season as she had been taken off on other work.

Long-range ice reconnaissance was provided by R.C.A.F. aircraft of
4o~ Maritime Squadron, based at Greem~ood, N.S. Short-range ice reconn~.s-
sance was flown by helicopters from the icebreakers.

The senior Canadian representative was Mr. J.C. Jackson of the
Department of Resources and Development. Lieutenant-Colonel R.B. Sykes,
Chief of Arctlc Projects, United States vieather Bureau, assisted by
J.1r.J.G. Dyer, supervised operations for the United States Ueather Bureau.

Captain Walter C. Ford, U.S.N. was ernbarked in the Atka, commanded
by Commander R.B. Kelly, U.S.N.; the U.S.C.G.C. Eastwind wasCOiiimanded by
Captain o.A. Peterson, U.S.C.G., the U.S.S. ~vyandot by ëaptain F.W. Laing,
U.S.N., the U.S.S. Achernar by Captain Crutchfield Adair, U.S.N., and the
U.S.S. Nespelen by Lieutenant W.F. Harris, U.S.N.

1952 supply mission to the joint arctic weather stations
During the summer the annual supply mission was successful in

reaching four of the joint arctic weather stations: Resolute, Eureka, and
Alert, all joint Canadian/United States stations, and Thule, a joint Damsh/
United States station. The United States naval task force, known as Nanook 52,
was the sixth supply mission to these stations. (For references to accounts
of previous missions see p.•65).



The naval force, commanded by Captain J .W. Callahan, U.5.N., con-
sisted of four ships: two icebreakers, the U.5.S. Edisto and the U.5.C.G.C.
Eastwind, the cargo ship U.5.5. Wyandot, and the tanker Nespelen. Al1 these
vesse1s had seen service on previous arctic missions.

On July 21 the Wyandot and the Nespe1en sai1ed from Boston. After
10ading supplies at Halifax they reached Thule on August 2, where they
joined the Edisto and the Eastwind. Here the force divided, the Eastwind
sai1ed north on August 6 in an attempt to resupp1y A1ert, and the other
ships sai1ed west for Reso1ute Bayon August 5, where the bulk of the
supplies was to be 1eft.

After negotiating heavy ice in Lancaster Sound the Resolute group
reached the station on August 1, the sarne date as in 1951. The Edisto
then reconnoitred to the westward, whi1e the wyandot and the Nespelen
were unloading, and reached Melville Island, where she examined sites for
further weather stations, including Bridport Inlet, where stores had been
1eft in 1951.

On her return to Resolute on August 13, the Edisto took on board
the cargo for Eureka and then escorted the supply ships c1ear of heavy ice
on their return rune 5he reached Eureka on August 16, where off-10ading
was comp1eted the fo110wing day, and then returned to Thu1e, arriving on
August 20. On the who1e, the Reso1ute group encountered very favourab1e
ice conditions.

The Eastwind had a more adventurous passage. The station at Alert,
in Dumbbe11 Bay, northeast Ellesmere Island, is the most norther1y of the
stations, and was established 1n the spring of 1950 by air. Up to date the
supp1y missions have succeeded in reaching A1ert in alternate years only -
1948 (on reconnaissance), 1950, 1952. Ice conditions in this area in 1952
were exceptiona11y severe and the Eastwind had to work her way through
f10es of heavy polar ice up to 10 miles in diam.eter wi th pressure ridges
50 feet high.

The transfer of cargo at Alert was comp1eted in only eighteen
hours, and the Eastwind was underway on August 13. However, the ice c10sed
in and she remained wi thin sight of the station for several days. Helicopter
reconnaissance showed that the best 1eads 1ay to the north and east, and in
taking advantage of this information, the Eastwind reached 82038'20N.,
61051W. slight1y less than 442 miles froI/lthe north pole, and eight miles
farther north than her farthest in 1950, thus establishing a new record for
a vesse1 under its own power in this sector of the Arctic. 5he reached
Thu1e on August 24.

The ships of the task force regrouped at Thule, where scientific
and meteorological projects were carried out before sai1ing for Boston.



As in previous years long-range reconnaissance was provided by
R.C.A.F. Lancaster aircraft of 405 Maritime Squadron, based at Greenwood,
N.S., and short-range reconnaissance was flown by helicopters from the
icebreakers.

The senior Canadian representative on the force was Mr. A. Stevenson
from the Department of Resources and Development, who was aboard the Eastwind.
Captain O.C.S. Robertson, R.C.N., who is to take cornrnandof the Canadian Navy
icebreaker H.M.C.S. Labrador, now under construction, was senior Canadian
observer aboard the EdIsro:- Lieutenant Colonel R.B. Sykes, U.S.A.F.,
assisted by 11r. E.E. Goodale and 11r. H.P. Rabbitt, supervised operations
for the United States Weather Bureau. Civilian and milita.ry observers
from the United States and Canada were aboard the vessels, and personnel
of the U.S. Naval Research Cosmic Ray Project accompanied the mission. ln
the next n~~ber of the Circular we hope to inelude a short account of the
cosmie ray work in whieh huge plastic balloons carrying automatically firing
rockets were launched.

Captain J.W. Callahan, U.S.N. was embarked in the U.S.S. Edisto,
commanded by Commander J.1-1.Leroy, U.S.N.; the li.S.C.G.C. Eastwind 'VIas
commanded by Captain O.A. Peterson, U.S.C.G., the U.S.S. v.Jyandotby
Captain D.H." Olne;)T,U.S.N., and the Nespelen by Lieutenant ~J.F'. Harris,
U.S.N.

The hydro-electric plant near Hayo, Yukon Territory, \Tent into
service early in November. It is operated by the North,vest Territories
Power Commission and is to supply power to lead-zinc-silver mines and
communities of the Keno Hill and Galena Hill districts.

The power-house and main dam are located on the Mayo River, five
miles north of i'1ayoLanding and 215 air miles north of W'nitehorse. The
main dam is an earthfill structure having a total vol~~e of 300,000 cubic
yards, of which 112,000 cubic yards is an impervious core. The main dam
is 360 feet in length and 115 feet high. The tunnel be~feen the main dam
and the power-house is 1,865 feet long and is concrete lined. The average
tunnel section is approximately 10 feet wide and 10 feet 6 inches high
before lining. The finished tunnel section ls horseshoe shaped having a
maximum width of 8 feet by 7 feet 4 inches high. Power is generated at
the power-house at a head of 120 feet. The capacity is 3,000 horsepower,
and can be expanded to 6,000 horsepower.

Water storage has been provided in Hayo Lake by constructing a
timber crib rock-filled structure 320 feet in length and 15 feet high.
This dam will raise the level of the lake about 10 feet and will proviae
250,000 acre feet of storage, approximately equal to three years' natural
run-off at this point.



Power is delivered to consumers in the Mayo Landing area by means
of a 6,900-volt transmission line which is six miles in length running south
from the power plant. The Galena and Keno Hill mining areas to the north
will be serviced by a 69,OOO-volt transmission line, thirty-three miles
in length.

During the past year there have been discussions among scientists,
members of the Canadian sealing industry, and representatives of Norway,
Derunark, and France regarding the need for regulation of the harp seal
fishery of the North Atlaatic. As a result an exchange of information has
been arranged between the Fisheries Research Board and Norwegian and Danish
investigations, and the Boardrs Newfoundland Fisheries Research Station at
Ste John's has assisted in sampling and tagging seal stocks.

In 1951 it was estimated that the 27 vessels participating in the
sealing took 440,000 seals from an estimated total population of 2,150,000.
This showed a marked increase over the period 1912 to 1940 when the annual
take was about 160,000. The total population figure was based on air photo-
graphy of the breeding concentrations on the ice of the area east of New-
foundland, known as "The Front". Fortunately, in 1952 the take l'Jasreduced
as a result of less activity in the sealing fields, and the fear of over-
exploitation has now been eased, at least temporarily.

Mr. Frank J.G. Cunningham has recently been appointed Director of
the Northern Administration and Lands Branch of the Department of Resources
and Development, succeeding Mr. G.E.B. Sinclair who retired in June 1952,
because of i11 health. 11r. Cu~~ngham was appointed a stipendiary magistrate
at Yellowknife in April 1946, and later came to ottawa to assume senior
administrative duties. Since November 1950 he has been Deputy COffiffiissioner
o~ the Northwest Territories and a member of the Northwest Territories Council.

Another recent appointment i5 that of 1'1r.W.G. BrOl~ as Commissioner
of the Yukon Territory. Mr. Brown succeeds 1'~.Fred Fraser who has been
transferred to ottawa to become Chief of the Northern Administration Division
of the Northern Administration and Lands Branch, following l'Ir.J .G. t1right's
appointment to the Eskimo Research Unit (see p. 65). For the past two years
Mr. Brown has been Ad~nistrator of the District of Mackenzie. This position
has now been taken over by Mr. L.A.C.O. Hunt who has been Sub-District
Adntinistrator at Aklavik.

Mr. Leo Manning, one of the very few white men in Canada who have
a really good command of the Eskimo language, 1s now interpreter and trans-
lator in Eskimo for the Northern Administration Division. 1'1r.Manning joined
the Hudson's Bay Company in 1918. He was posted to Cartwright, Labrador, in



1919 and moved from there to Lake Harbour in 1920. Subsequently he was at
the following Company posts: Frobisher Bay, Coats Island, Blacklead Island,
Port Harrison, Povungni tuk, ~vakeham Bay, SUgluk, Aklavik, Bathurst Inlet,
and Coppermine. He retired from the Company'in 1952, just prior to his
appointment to the Department of Resources and Development.

ln October 1952 I1r. Hikel Utsi brought ten R8dingstrlisk "forest"
reindeer to Scotland to join the mountain reindeer previously established
in the Rothiemurchus Fores~ (see Circular, Vol. 5, No. 4 (1952) p. 45) as
an experiment under the supervision of the Reindeer Council of the United
Kingdom. Of the first consignment of eight reindeer, one calf died in
quarantine and the only female in calf soon afterwards, apparently as a
result of the long journey and close confinement. A third died from an
unknown cause in June. Since then all has gone weIl on the Reserve; the
full-grown ox, two DulIs, and two young females are in good condition and
adapting themselves to their new surroundings.

Subscriptions for 1953
Hembers are reminded that their subscriptions for 1953 ($2.00 for

Ottawa members, or $3,00 for combined membership for husband and wife, and
$1.00 for out-of-town members, other than institutions) are payable to the
Treasurer, î1rs. A.G. Sangster, 504 Golden Avenue, Ottawa.

Owïng to currency regulations it is not always convenient for
members of the Arctic Circle residing in Europe to pay their subscriptions
to the club in Ottawa direct. Through the courtesy of the Director, the
Scott Polar Research Institute will now receive the subscriptions of members
from the United Kingdom and from the Continent of Europe and will transmit
them to Canada from time to time. European members should forward their
1952 subscriptions (5/-) to the Director, Scott Polar Resaarch Institute,
Cambridge, England and mark them "Arctic Circ1e Subscription".

The Committee would like to express its thanks to Mr. H.V. Serson,
Mr. E.L. Hagg, l'Ir. J.A. Warwick, and I1r.R. Thane who have jointly operated
the projectors for films and slides and !lavebrought the equipme:nt to each
meeting during the pest year.



The Editor wishes to thank I-JfissMargaret lfurray for her assistance
with the Circular, J>IT.r. A.E. Porsild and :Mr. T.H. I1anning for their advice,
and Mr. J. Curran for drawing the maps.

The Editor would welcome contributions from those who are at
present in the Arctic or have information about work in the Arctic. All
material for the Circular should be sent to:

Mrs. GrahamRowley,
411 Echo Drive,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa
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Nicholson, Commissioner L.H., and committee on Eskimo affairs, 43, 64
Nielsen, F., and Greenland National Council, 60
Northwest Territories, maps of, 44; waterfowl breeding ground survey, 39
Northwest Territories Power Commission, and hydro-electric plant on

Mayo River, 68

O'Bryan, D., on archaeological investigations on Mill Id., 28
Oceanography, Beaufort Sea exped., 1951, 13; Calanus exped., 25
"Operation Lyon", showing of film on, 2

Pea Id. National Wildlife Refuge, and banding of Canada geese, 22
Permafrost drilling at Resolute Bay, 10
Peterson, D., and caribou investigation, 43
Pett, W.C.G., and Eastern Arctic Patrol, 1951, 19
Porsild, A.E., and help with Circular, 11
Putnam-Bartlett Baffin Id. exped., 28



Rabbitt, H.P., and 1952 supp1y of weather stations, 68
Rabies in northwest Canada, 1951-2, 51
Regina Polaris, 21
Reindeer Counei1 of the U.K., experirnent in Seotland, 45, 10
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Serviss, R.W., and Geodetie Survey, 8
Shipping, insuranee for Hudson Bay, 51
Shoran tri1ateration in northern Canada, 6, 62
Sip1e, P.A., and wind-ehi1l, 32
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